THE IMPORTANCE OF
The chorus, ‘Read your Bible, pray
every day and you’ll grow...’ sung to
a lively tune has become a firm
favourite with the children coming to
the North East ‘The Bible Comes
Alive’ sessions, and we pray that
they will realise the truth in the song.
It is also true for all Christians,
because the regular participation in
these two elements of reading God’s
word and praying to Him, will bring
about progress.
However, confusion about the
importance or effectiveness of
regular prayer exists and some of the
reasons given are:
 Does prayer change things, or
does it change people?
 Does God change His mind
about issues as a result of
prayer?
 Does God answer the prayers of
non-believers who may seek Him
when they are in extreme need?
 What constitutes successful
praying?
These are a few of the queries, but
all can be answered by having it
clear to whom one is praying and
what He has done to make prayer
possible. Similar misconceptions
about praying were dealt with by
Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount
(Matthew 6: 5-6) not to pray
indiscriminately, but to meet with the
Father in a close relationship.
God is holy and how can a sinful
believer approach Him? He made the
way for this to be rectified by sending
His beloved Son, Jesus, to redeem
sinners. He declared, ‘I am the way
and the truth and the life. No one can
come to the Father but by me’ (John
14: 6). There has to be confession
of sin, forgiveness sought and then,
the way for the forgiven sinner is
opened for prayer because we are
made righteous by what Jesus
wrought for us on the cross.
Prayer is coming to God the Father,
through the Lord Jesus Christ in the
Holy Spirit, whose work is to lead us

into God’s presence, to teach us
about Him and to make Him real to
us when we pray. Therefore, why has
there been a lack of prayer nationally
as global disasters are affecting us
with problems like a viral pandemic,
conflicts in Afghanistan, Syria,
Ukraine/Russia? These are times
where social, economic, educational
aspects have occurred, with an
apparent lack of wisdom by leaders,
who have been regarded as having
wisdom, which has proven to be
inadequate to help or meet the
existing needs.
There has been reluctance to
confess the need for divine help as
occurred during World War I, and
again in World War II, when national
days of prayer were called by the
church and government. People
were called to seek God. During this,
many came to faith as they realised
that only God had the answers, as
they were made aware of His
presence and comfort.
In the North East Circuit, some
churches have had digital prayer
meetings, and it was a blessing and
encouragement to join with
Easington Lane Church, and
representatives from neighbouring
churches, for a prayer meeting on a
Sunday afternoon to pray specifically
for the Ukraine/Russian situation.
The presence of God was evident
and an awareness of our hope being
in His mighty power.
Prayer is essential and we would be
helped if people shared their
experiences in their prayer walk with
God. Trusting Him in small ways
helps as larger events occur.
An example of this was when I was in
Bible College years ago and had to
go home for the Easter break - I
needed £10 for a return ticket and to
get material for the next term. I
shared this need with other students,
and we prayed believing that God

would answer. Thursday morning
came and we had to leave. At that
time, the mail arrived with an
envelope addressed to me from
England; inside there was no
message, but notes to the value of
£10!
Another example happened, years
later, when I cared for a very ill
African woman named Miriam, aged
21 years old, who, when in childbirth,
was having severe convulsions. The
consultant had prescribed the
appropriate medication, but we had
no hope of her survival. So, we
gathered round her to pray together,
the consultant and four others. As
we prayed, there seemed to be a
slight change. At 4am, she
murmured for us to pray for her. At
7am, she was then sleeping and,
later that day, was delivered of a
healthy baby boy. She recovered,
returning home and for years
afterwards, she served the Lord
Jesus in her village.
An example which stands out to me,
was within The Salvation Army. They
had a small clinic and teaching
corps, with its staff of nurses and one
corps officer. This officer was to be
found on his knees in his hut each
morning at 5am praying for the
people he would visit each day,
pleading with the Lord for them to
come to faith in Jesus. Many
became believers and, towards the
close of each day, he would nurture
them in the word of God. He taught
us all the value of prayer, which
results in a closer walk with Him.
God wants to meet with us and does
so as we pray. It is a great privilege
to be in prayer contact with Almighty
God and I exhort all, who read this
account, to participate in regular,
meaningful prayer that will empower
and cause one to draw ever closer to
Him.
Hilda Rolfe,
South Hylton
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Gail and Daniel Castro are continuing their involvement with the Camarma Church.
Gail is working in social outreach and also with women and children within the
church, while Daniel is busy with pastoral work as well as teaching and preaching.
However, they are actually based at the Rock of Horeb camp at least until there is
more clarity about the ongoing ministry there. Rock of Horeb was started in 1975
with the intention that its ministry would be mainly among young people. It still has
great potential for serving Churches and opening up new avenues of ministry. However, there are both financial
challenges (aggravated by the pandemic) and a need for team workers and volunteers. Please pray about these
matters.
Liz Greenhalgh is continuing with the after-school programme and also her ministry with the children and teenagers in
the Church. Two of the boys aged 17 and18 have recently preached a short message and one aged 15 has also asked
if he could do so. An evangelistic meeting is being held once a month for those who use the food kitchen. Refugees
from Ukraine are now heading into Romania and many have arrived in Campina where Liz works. Some have been
accommodated in the former rehab centre and Liz and her fellow team members are helping there. She asks us to
pray earnestly for the situation and that they will be able to minister wisely into the lives of these people.
L. and P. have been visiting another town some 90 minutes away where L. was doing some coaching training. This
went very well, so she is hoping to use the programme elsewhere in the country. P. is continuing to plan and prepare
for his work in more local villages despite the fact that they now have a much reduced team. They both pray for
ongoing opportunities to meet up with some friends who have become believers, but are still young in their faith. L. has
not seen her family in the UK for two years now and is hoping to be able to visit at some time over the summer.
Anne Fambely, OSM Committee

MY CAMEL STORY
BY GEOFF CHAPMAN

NEW MEMBERS AT
SILKSWORTH
On the 27th of February, Silksworth IM
was pleased to receive four new
members into their congregation.
It had been some time since we had new
members so it was a great joy and
blessing for us!

It's quite unusual these days for someone to
have lived in the same place all their lives.
Geoff Chapman is one of the unusual ones!
His life in the Somerset village of West Camel
has been quite varied. Having had a Christian
upbringing, he came to faith in Jesus at quite
an early age, and has been very involved in
church activities, including preaching, and
youth work.
For several years, he has wanted to tell his
story, and having reached his late 70s, Geoff
thought it was time to get it done.
This 30 page book, written by Geoff himself,
includes lots of memories, beginning with his
early years, his life on the farm, activities in
the church and community, and how Geoff
gave up farming to devote more time to Christian ministry.
You can now purchase a copy for the price of just £2.50 (+£1 P&P). All
profits from the sale of this booklet will be in aid of the local church.
Send orders to: Geoff Chapman, Mead Farm, Downhead, West Camel,
Yeovil, BA22 7RG. Please make cheques payable to: G R Chapman.

From left: Lynn Robinson (Bill Sewell’s daughter), Suzanne
Kelly, Dan Wake and June Questa.

Phil Oliver, Silksworth

ETERNAL WALL OF ANSWERED PRAYER
- MAKE HOPE VISIBLE
The Eternal Wall of Answered Prayer will be a
monumental, 51.5m tall Christian landmark, which will sit
in the heart of the UK in Coleshill, near Birmingham. This
gigantic monument of hope will host a million accounts of
answered prayer, making it the largest database of hope
stories in the world. Due to be completed in 2024, it will
be a piece of public art all about Jesus.
For this, the organisers are seeking testimonies of
answered prayer, spanning from the miraculous to the
everyday, from all denominations. They would like as
many people as possible to share a prayer story,
recounting a personal, specific way in which God has
answered prayer for them now or in the past. Answered
prayers can be up to 500 words and up to five images
can be submitted alongside each entry also.
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Through this
sculpture, the
organisers want to
see Jesus’
miraculous and
loving nature
celebrated
through the
answered prayers,
This is an artist's impression of the landmark
and believe that
created by Renderloft.
Image taken from eternalwall.org.uk
the testimonies will ignite
faith, and belief in the
power of prayer, on a national level.
Why not get involved? To submit your prayer story, or for
more information, visit the website eternalwall.org.uk

100 YEARS OF MEMORIES

FOR WAR-TIME AIRCRAFT ENGINEER
A man who was an engineer on
Halifax bombers during World War II
was helped to celebrate his 100th
birthday recently inside his favourite
aircraft– the Handley Page Halifax.
Terry Halstead – a member of the
Monday at One Group at Mount Zion
Church, Cliviger, near Burnley – was
taken for his memorable return to the
aircraft in a trip organised by David
Stansfield, a member of the group and
the leader of the church’s men’s
group.
‘We went to the Yorkshire Air
Museum, at Elvington, where the staff
made Terry welcome and allowed him
inside the Handley Page Halifax. It was
a great reunion!’ said Mr Stansfield.
Terry, worked at many Yorkshire
airfields during the war as an engine
fitter working on the Merlin engines.
‘Parts of the engine were very difficult
to access so I even made a set of
tools which allowed me to get to those
awkward areas,’ Terry commented.

At one airfield, it was suggested to him
that he might become a flight
engineer, but he pointed out, ‘I felt
safer on the ground.’
Most of his work on the huge fourengine aircraft was done in the open
air because of the size of the aircraft.
He also had a lucky escape when he
was asked to go on one test trip in the
Lake District. The pilot took off, along
with a group of trainee navigators,
before Terry was on board. The
aircraft crashed and all on board lost
their lives. ‘That was a very close call,’
he remarked.
Back on civvy street, Terry became a
plumber, working in Todmorden where
he lived.
At Mount Zion, the group welcomed
him to a special party, with a cake
provided, to mark his 100th year.
Each Monday Terry and David enjoy
playing chess. ‘I hadn’t played chess
since leaving school but started when

Terry at his favourite game - chess!

I tripped and fell during a table tennis
game,’ he said.
Terry, who is still a bell ringer at St
Mary’s Church, Todmorden, is
probably the country’s oldest living
active bell ringer.
‘I started as a young man and
thoroughly enjoy it. St Mary’s is a
great church to do bell ringing
because there are no stairs to climb it is all on one level,’ commented the
veteran ringer.

David Hall, Cliviger

The Monday at One Group celebrate with a birthday
cake for Terry containing ten candles –
one for each ten of Terry’s 100 years.

THE HIGH SHERIFF OF GREATER
MANCHESTER VISITS ATHERTON
In mid-2021, Atherton Independent Methodist Church was approached
regarding the hiring of the main hall once a month on a Thursday evening.
The enquiry came from the Leigh,
Tyldesley and Atherton Trefoil Guild. If,
like me, you are not familiar with Trefoil, it
is a group of former leaders in the Guide
Movement.
Each month, they have a guest speaker
and, in February this year, it was the
High Sheriff of Greater Manchester. The
High Sheriff, Mrs Diane Hawkins JP DL,
is pictured with Mrs Anne Taylor and Mrs
Sheila Freer, chair of the Guild on the
right.
After Mrs Hawkins completes her year as
High Sheriff, she has been appointed by
Her Majesty the Queen as LordLieutenant of the County of Greater
Manchester.

John Barlow, Atherton
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PRAYING THROUGH LIFE
BY PAUL LAMBERT, FAILSWORTH

When I was younger in church, before
I prayed out loud I used to get
palpitations, my heart would begin
racing, I’d start to sweat and my
throat would be dry - I would feel
awful!
Why was this? Well, I’m a bit hard of
hearing. I was 5 years old when it was
discovered as I didn’t respond in
class to instructions. Because of this,
I went to a school for the deaf from
around this age. I had to wear a
massive box type hearing aid with a
wire from it to my earpiece - I didn’t
like it.
I attended a Pentecostal Church and
sometimes they would all pray at
once (and not all in the same
language) so that was hard to cope
with. I used to dread starting to pray
at the same time as someone else,
especially as they usually had a
louder voice than me!
I was scared of praying in public, not
because of who I was praying to, but
who I was praying in front of! And the
impoliteness of praying at the same
time as someone else. You can
imagine it can’t you? What a comical
situation, and yet scary.
The truth is I still feel like that
sometimes but, over the years, I’ve
developed strategies. One of these is
to be the first to pray - in other words,
get in there before anyone else has a
chance. Or, I choose to pray last
when everyone else has done, but
that can sometimes be awkward
because then you have to guess
when everyone has finished and,
sometimes in the lull, someone who
doesn’t like the awkward silence will
pray and ruin it for my strategy. Such
is life!
Gradually, over the years, as my
confidence has increased, I’ve come
to realise that who I am praying to is
of most importance - prayer is to
communicate with Him, the Almighty,
the Lord Jesus, my Saviour.
Over the past few years, I’ve learned
to pray differently. In complete
silence, I invite God to reveal Himself
to me or in me. I often use my own
kind of ritual if you like - I start with
Psalm139: 23-24: ‘Search me, God
and know my heart; test me and
know my anxious thoughts. See if
there is any offensive way in me, and
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lead me in the way everlasting’. It
really invites God into the situation to
reveal anything that might offend him
so that I can repent of whatever he
reveals.
It may seem strange for an
Independent Methodist to appreciate
the lessons that can be learned from
Ignatius, St Francis of Assisi, St John
of the Cross and many others. I
suppose you could say that my
prayers are more contemplative. One
of my favourite prayers is this by St
Teresa of Avila:
Let nothing disturb you
Nothing frighten you
All things are passing
God never changes;
Patient endurance attains all things;
Whoever possesses God is wanting in
nothing;
God alone suffices.
There are many others just as deep
as profitable as useful in our daily
lives. There is much more I could tell
you about - do contact me if you want
to know more.
For me, I have found it useful to slow
things right down instead of rushing
through the day. I purposefully
choose to really slow down and ask
God to show me what He wants me
to do, even when I’m planning a
prayer meeting or preaching
engagement.
Paul says in 1 Thessalonians 5:17 to
pray continually, but how can we do
that? Beginning the day with God is a
help and, even when going to work, I
pray. I also pray when I walk Sophie
(my dog). She runs off while I just sit
in silence and pray. I do not pray
about anything that pops into my
head; I start in a more
structured way for example,
giving thanks, inviting God to
lead me, to reveal or show me
where I’ve not been so good,
where I’ve let God down but
not to wallow in self-pity or my
sins. After I’ve reviewed my
failures, I ask God to forgive
me, heal me and prepare me
for the rest of the day.
I have found this helps me and
throughout the day I can dip in
and out of praying.
I am aware that God knows all
our needs before we ask him
and, in our household we have
discussions about this, and
Philippians 4:6: ‘Do not be
anxious about anything, but in

every situation, by prayer and petition
with thanksgiving, present your
requests to God’.
Also, we look at Mathew 6:6: ‘But
when you pray, go into your room and
shut the door and pray to your Father,
who is unseen. Then your Father,
who sees what is done in secret, will
reward you’.
Jesus himself went out alone to a
desolate place and prayed. So, if
Jesus practiced this, then I feel so
should I. When I can, I find a quiet
place and pray. These seem to
contradict each other, but I regard
them in different ways.
So, what about these days? How do I
pray in church in a group situation
where for me it’s not always
comfortable? I like the example of
Jesus who gave thanks to His father
in front of the 5000 people who had
just been fed - He focused on God
the Father who blessed the food.
Personally, I’d say I use contemplative
and silent prayer in my personal
prayer away from people and invite
The Lord to speak to me or reveal
what he wants me to do. It’s I
suppose a quiet time when I give time
to God. Especially important to me is
the Lord’s prayer, and Psalm 23.
I also pray for those who have needs,
especially those known to us.
Sometimes, when I’m at work, I pray
for those who are having treatment,
that they may see or at least the
disease is stopped from advancing.
This I suppose is really a glimpse into
my prayer life and my relationship
with The Father and the triune God. I
hope this just encourages you to try
different ways of praying. The Lord
bless you all.

BILL HAMPSON - ECUMENICAL OFFICER
THE CRISIS IN UKRAINE –
AN AMAZING RESPONSE
With Ukrainian refugees pouring over
the border into Romania and
numbering over half a million in less
than six weeks, at Epiphany Trust we
quickly decided that we could best
support those refugees through our
friends and partners within Romania.
After over 30 years working there, our
networks were strong enough to
make a real difference and that has
certainly proved to be the case.
We praise God for the amazing
response to our appeal, which has
raised over £15,000 to date, and
most sincerely thank our Churches
for their kind and generous support.
We pray for the Lords’ guidance on
how best to use the funds - we don’t
want to replicate in a tiny way the
work of the large DEC charities who
have millions at their disposal, but fill
the gaps and change lives.

Top:

The orphanage: it’s named ‘Raza de Soare’ which
means ‘Rays of Sunshine’.
Below: Distributing much-needed supplies.

Our work has always centred around
disadvantage and disability. We’ve

been involved in the lives of children
and young people, leaving Romania’s
orphanage system, since its dark
days of the early 1990’s. Now, we are
back working in an orphanage in
Ploesti, an area we know very well.
Not too long ago this orphanage
finally closed its doors as its last
Romanian youngsters were found
foster homes. Now a coach load of
children and their carers, evacuated
from Ukraine, have taken up
residence. Former workers have
come out of retirement to help and we
are giving support where it’s most
needed.
Sharon Ainscough from Epiphany
Trust has just returned from a short
visit. She speaks Romanian and is
very familiar with the country having
spent many months out there on our
projects.
Interesting then to hear her say, that
what struck her most was the
response of Romanians to
refugees in crisis. Both
Governmental and voluntary
organisations are meeting needs
with great generosity. Food,
clothing, accommodation, travel,
health care and education are all
provided free. Doctors, nurses,
social care workers, teachers
and many others are donating
their time to help. Sharon told
me, ‘I was humbled by the
response of so many Romanians
who just want to help in whatever
capacity they can – and they are
making a huge difference’.
Since late February, our partners
‘Nightingales Foundation’ have
supported twenty eight refugees in
Cernavoda. Offering homes, food,
clothes and support to refugees
arriving from Odessa and the Black
Sea region. At this stage they can’t
tell how long that will be for. We have
provided support for the purchase of
beds, mattresses, crockery, pots and
pans etc.
So far, we have spent or committed
to spend less than half of the
generous sum we have received, but
in the weeks ahead needs will
increase and with recent
developments in the war it could be a
long time before refugees are able to
return home, sadly for some, that may
never happen.

SINCERE THANKS AND AN
UPDATE ON AFGHANISTAN
A few months ago I wrote in the
‘Connexion’ requesting support for
P&B, educationalists who decided to

stay in Afghanistan, after the Taliban
take over, to keep their school open.
Marilyn Riding very kindly backed this
up with a letter to the Churches
encouraging support.
I’m delighted now to pass on P&B’s
sincere thanks for your generosity.
Donations to the appeal have totalled
almost £8000. This funding has not
only kept the school open during the
last six months but has provided
essential food supplies for the
children and their families.
A few weeks ago there was much
excitement as the Taliban
Government of Afghanistan seemed it
may permit secondary age girls to
continue their schooling, sadly minds
were changed at the last minute and
it hasn’t happened yet. Please
continue to pray for Afghanistan, for
P&B and all Christians there who
bravely continue to share the love of
Jesus, though in fear of their lives.
INDUCTION OF THE FREE
CHURCHES MODERATOR
The 3rd of April saw the retirement of
Rev Hugh Osgood and the Induction
of Rev Helen
Cameron as
Moderator of
the Free
Churches
Group.
Our
Connexion
was well
represented
as I was able
to join Eric
and Anita
Image taken from the Free
Southwick at
Churches Group website.
Wesley’s
Chapel in City Road, London - it was
great to share this occasion with
them.
What an amazing place Wesley’s
Chapel is. Originally called City Road
Chapel, it was built under the
direction of John Wesley himself and
opened in 1778. The regular Sunday
morning attendance back then was
440 and with a 15 feet high pulpit
Wesley could see and be seen from
every seat in the two tier chapel.
Structural problems meant rebuilding,
which was completed for the 200th
Anniversary in 1978, and the pulpit is
now some 5 feet lower, but you still
need a head for heights to preach
there. Fortunately, our new Moderator
has and spoke of encouraging ‘Free
Church identity within Christian life,
witness and service in the public
square’.
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NORTH
EAST
HELP
LINK
CLOSURE
It was with deep
regret that the
trustees of North
East Help Link
made the difficult
decision to close
North East Help
Link (NEHL) after
30 years of
continuing the
work of their
founder, Walter
Wilkinson.
Closing this charity
was not an easy
decision, but the
trustees did it in
the knowledge that
many other
organisations and
charities would
continue this vital
work within the
local communities
in the North East
region.
All the trustees are
grateful for your
contributions,
support and
prayers over the
years, without
which their work
would not have
been possible.
This letter is sent
as a thank you to
all those who
faithfully supported
this work and
made a difference
to so many.

VOW RENEWAL AND A NEW
MEMBER AT FRIARS GREEN

It was also a joy and
such a blessing to have
Ken and Sue McDermott
Back in February, David and Gill at the service. They
rejoice that Sue was
Jacks celebrated their silver
wedding anniversary with a vow feeling well enough to
renewal. The service was taken attend; she is a real
marvel and a true
by Ken Irwin (the minister who
witness how she is
married them 25 years ago).
coping with everything.
From left: Gill Jacks and William G. Gibson as
On Easter Sunday, Friars Green
he is welcomed into membership.
Friars
Green
look
to
the
welcomed into membership
William G .Gibson. It was a lovely future with God as they prayerfully carry out his
commands.
day to welcome a new church
Gill Jacks, Friars Green
member on the day of new life through Christ!
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Dorothy’s Jottings

DOROTHY KENDRICK, CONNEXIONAL PAST - PRESIDENT

others have gradually returned to in person meetings as
restrictions have allowed. Bible Studies and Prayer
Meetings are now often being conducted on line in some
areas. There have been special prayer meetings called to
pray for Ukraine. Planting new Churches and proposed
building work is also in progress. All of these changes
have come about following prayer and seeking God’s
direction. We need have no fear of change if we are
following where the Lord leads.
There are those who talk of going back to normal but I
believe God is calling us into something new and not back
into the old ways of doing things. Our world, our nation,
our society has changed and our Churches and
Connexion need to change also, in order to remain
relevant within our communities.
This does not mean that we change for change’s sake, nor
does it mean we become like the world with its standards.
It means we are willing to pray, to seek God through His
Word, to discern His will and move in obedience according
to His direction. In such ways we will see the denomination
grow and develop, becoming empowered to deliver the
Good News with integrity and in ways that are relevant to
today’s society.
‘Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful.’
Connexional Prayer Days will be discussed
Colossians 4:2 (NIV)
at the May Connexional Committee
Meeting.
If
you
have any comments or suggestions, please
Our denomination has been no different and there have
send these to the meeting via your Circuit Representative
been numerous initiatives across England and the Isle of
or direct to the General Secretary if your Church is not a
Man which have included working together more closely
member of a Circuit. Details of the Prayer Meetings will be
with local churches, forming ecumenical partnerships,
made available after the May Connexional Committee via
purchasing new equipment to facilitate hybrid meetings
Circuit Representatives and the weekly Connexional eand live stream services. Some churches have offered
Children’s Ministry on line whilst
mailings.
Where has the time gone!
As we begin to adjust to life without covid restrictions,
resulting in greater socialising and travelling, it is likely we
may find ourselves meeting people we have not seen for
over two years.
In conversation, we will no doubt reflect on all that has
happened, remark on the changes (or not) of physical
appearance and generally catch-up with all that has
happened in that time.
Reflecting on conversations I have had recently, I began to
think about our spiritual life and what has been happening
there. Physical changes are often easy to spot, but how do
we recognise spiritual change?
The lockdown was a time of great change for many,
particularly those living alone and children. However, not
all was negative as various agencies began to respond to
needs and churches played their part with dial up
services, doorstep deliveries, notes of encouragement,
printed services, regular phone calls, Zoom services and
live streaming. Suddenly, many churches were looking to
find new ways to communicate the Gospel.

BOOK REVIEW

contemplated. However, on the day the operation was
due to take place, the surgeon declined to perform it, as it
Blue Baby
was too risky for a child of Jacob’s size. Tracy pleaded
Tracy Helen Beatty
with him to reconsider, expressing her faith that God
would guide his hands to do what he himself thought was
Austin Macauley Publishers
impossible. The surgeon agreed to consult with a
ISBN 978-1-7884840-2-2
colleague in the USA, the only person he knew that had
undertaken such a complicated procedure.
Where is God when calamity
Dropping all his appointments, he flew out to the States
comes? If God is all-powerful, why the very next day. A few days later, the operation took
does He allow our loved ones to
place, and the surgeon was able to tell Tracy that her God
suffer?
had answered her prayers, to the extent that he had been
Tracy’s younger son, Jacob, was able to do more than he had expected. Ephesians 3:20!
diagnosed with a severe
Jacob would undergo many other operations to improve
congenital heart defect just before the circulation of blood through his heart. As he grew, the
his first birthday. At the time, no
work would need to be repeated until he reached
child with the same diagnosis had adulthood. There would be times when illness or other
survived into adulthood, and the doctors did not expect
complications intervened, but God was at work, building
him to live for another twelve months.
Tracy’s faith as Jacob’s surgery continued.
Tracy was brought up at Astley Independent Methodist
After an operation at the age of 16 to replace a worn-out
Church, where her father was an elder. She had been
valve that was installed many years ago, Jacob is now
born again and was baptised at the age of 14, but in her
able to lead a normal life and is at college studying music.
later teenage years had drifted away from God – ‘I lived
However, as someone who was around at the time of
my life like I was in charge rather than God’. University,
these events, and knew something of their impact on the
marriage, a career, children – ‘In my comfortable life, my
family, I am in awe at the work God has done in Tracy’s life
faith had taken a back seat’. Jacob’s illness changed all
which enabled her to quote Romans 5:3-4 at the end of
that.
the book:
In her moment of distress, Tracy cried out to God and
‘We rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that our suffering
began to renew the relationship that had been neglected
for years. At the same time, people across the north-west produces endurance, and endurance produces character,
and character produces hope …’
began to pray regularly for Jacob and for his healing.
Jacob recovered from the bronchiolitis which had led to
I can thoroughly recommend this book.
his heart condition being recognised, and at eighteen
Brian Rowney
months was well enough for corrective surgery to be
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WHICH WAY?

A LETTER DEDICATED TO
HARD-WORKING
OFFICERS
I was born in a house owned by New
Springs Independent Methodist
Church, so was almost literally born
into Independent Methodism and have
spent all my ninety years in this family.
Like many others, I have served in
Sunday School, Church, Circuit and
Connexion and am still an active
minister. Caring about the IM family
comes naturally, but caring about the
wider work of the Church in worship
and mission is even more important. In
that latter context, and while giving
grateful thanks for the devotion to the
work of the Connexion that current
officials are putting in, we must ask
ourselves whether or not the
Connexion is the best way to fulfil
Christ’s call to us. Are we who care
about the IM family, putting loyalty to
that family above the work of the
whole Church in worship and mission?
Is the Connexion sapping energy from
the spreading of the gospel? Has the
Connexion become our idol?
In numerical terms at least, the
Connexion is withering away. But, it
isn’t just in numbers. As Rob Brooks
observed over twelve months ago, we
have unfilled Connexional officer posts

and some Circuits have effectively
ceased to function. Circuits are failing
to appoint representatives to the
Connexional Committee. As a result,
we are now in the position where we
are having to invoke constitutional
backup provisions in order to meet the
obligation to provide a minimum of
twenty trustees to the IM Association.
In other words, that wider Connexional
family feeling is no longer the power
that it once was.
Is it that many have retreated into an
essentially individualistic, ‘My Church
is my family and I will work there.’
position? Or, do we now as Churches
relate more closely with the locally
based wider Church family rather than
with the Connexion’s Churches?
Either way, the question arises, ‘Is the
Christian call to worship and mission
best served by the continuing
existence of the Connexion?’
To what extent is the Connexion as an
organisation relevant to the
Churches? Would those working at
Connexional level be better fully
employed in worship and mission in
their own Churches? What we cannot
with justice do is to regard the
Connexion as a backstop
organisation, there to give support
when we want it, and at the same time
choose to ignore the communal
responsibilities we have for it. Rob saw
the problem primarily in terms of
distorted representation in the running
of the Connexion to which his answer
was structural reorganisation. That
clearly is a possibility, and some are
looking in that direction. But, is the
trouble more deep-seated than Rob’s
solution allows?
The Bible is essentially communal in
outlook and not just in the Old
Testament. We pray ’Our Father’, we
are ‘one in Christ Jesus’, together we
are ‘God’s temple’. But, this is now

NEW MEMBERS
ACCEPTED AT
NOBLE STREET,
BOLTON
On Sunday the 20th of February, the
visiting preacher, Christine Ormerod,
did us the honour of accepting both
Lesley Warburton and Lesley
Worsley into church membership.
It was a great pleasure to all the
fellowship that these two dedicated
and hard-working people have made
this commitment.

John Dawson, Noble Street
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counter cultural. Except in particularly
pressured situations, Western society
generally has stopped being ‘We’ and
has become an ‘I’ society. ‘I’ and ‘my’
is more important than ‘we or ‘our’, my
rights more than my responsibilities.
And all of us, to a greater or lesser
extent, unconsciously absorb societal
norms. In such circumstances,
reorganisation may still end with all
Connexional work being shouldered
by a dwindling number of caring
people or, at the other extreme as Rob
hinted at, by folks with particular
agendas.
Seeing the classic creeds as a basic
expression of belief, Independent
Methodism has erected a Church
structure that has traditionally centred
on the laos, the whole, one people of
God, a gathered priesthood, a people
with a multiplicity of gifts but the same
Spirit – a family. That is now frequently
nodded at rather than embraced. In
God’s good time, something much like
Independent Methodism, will reemerge but it may be only at the new
creation. In the meantime, do we
make changes while imposing more
and more on fewer and fewer gifted
and dedicated people as we slowly
fade away? Or do we, for the sake of
the gospel, realign with other
Churches and so release those same
people for more direct gospel service?
A generation younger than me will
decide.

Derek Yates, Boldon
If you have any
comments after
reading this
article, please
do send them
in, either via
post to the
Resource Centre or via email to

magazine@imchurches.org.uk

SUSAN STONE

KIRKHALL LANE, LEIGH
Can you introduce yourself?
My name is Susan Stone. I worship our Lord and Saviour
at Kirkhall Lane, a Leigh Circuit church. I’m married to
Roger and we have four wonderful children and one
gorgeous grandchild.
What are your first memories of attending church and how
were you introduced to Independent Methodism?
My first memories of church are of the Whit Walks. Three
years old, in my pretty white dress, and excited to be part
of this great event, I was very upset when my grandmother
decided I was tired and she would carry me round the rest
of the walk. Fickle as human nature is, I soon enjoyed
being cuddled and went to sleep!
I was introduced to Independent Methodism when I was
seven years old. My sister and I went to our local Church
of England Church, but left so we could go to Sunday
School and Brownies at our Moorside Church.
Somewhere, I still have my certificates for the IM Scripture
Exams!
The theme for this issue is the ‘Prayer’. Can you explain a
little about your prayer life?
I believe prayer is a very important part of our relationship
with both God and our fellow believers. Prayer is
something you do as you go through the day; prayer is like
talking to a friend who is always with you. I do not know
why God doesn’t always answer our prayers immediately
but I do know it is in His timing for He knows the future.
Also, I know He is just and keeps His promises. I believe it
is important to pray for one another. Prayer is powerful;
who knows what happens as the result of our prayers.
Jesus told us to pray even for those who are our enemies,
those who abuse us or hurt us and Jesus Himself did this
whilst on the Cross. (Luke 23:34; Matthew 5:43-48; Luke
6:27-31).
One highlight of the recent isolation of the pandemic, is
that as people in need have been prayed for, the power of
the prayers has been felt by the person prayed for. Surely,
a blessing to all. I believe God lays people on our hearts so
we can pray for them, even if we do not know why.
Can you describe a time when you had to trust God and
walk by faith, seeking God's guidance for a decision and
prayer was a major part in this?
I would say my whole life is a walk by faith. Before Roger
and I do anything, we pray, seeking God’s guidance. I
cannot say we always receive a definite answer or sense
of direction but we trust God is faithfully steering us
forward. This was true of our recent house move as we
had many choices of places we would like to move to. We
continued to pray all through, trusting God to place us in
the right area for His future plans.
Which Christian preachers have made the greatest impact
on you?
I have my favourites but for me the preachers who make
the biggest impact are those who are rooted and
grounded in the Word of God, whose sermons are so
based on the Scriptures that in listening, it is deep
Scriptural truths that we hear. For me, it’s just like having a
good meal!
Which Bible verses have a significant meaning/importance
to you?
My go-to books of the Bible are the Psalms and the gospel
of John. In these books, I especially hear God speaking to
me. One of my favourite passages is John.14:1-6. Jesus is

the way, He is the truth and He is the

Life. It is not man’s way, man’s truth or
man’s life but God’s that is the
foundation of our life and of the church.
Believing this, we know Jesus will come
back and take us to be with Him, where
He is. What fullness of joy is this; that Jesus will come back
especially to take you and me to be with Him!
Tell us about your spiritual walk with Christ. Has He
revealed anything specifically to you during the past few
months/years, especially as we come out of the
pandemic?
God’s ways are a mystery; we do not know what He will
ask of us in the days ahead. However, He uses our
strengths and weaknesses to good effect. During the
pandemic, God led me into new ways of sharing my faith
and encouraging others. I realised afresh how big the
heart of God is; how God works in the small details of our
lives. So loving a Father is He that He cares for us even
when we do not realise it, not wanting anyone to perish.
The outcome for me personally is a deeper awareness of
His love for me.
What are the strengths of your church? In what ways are
you active there?
Our church is focused on loving one another and on the
teaching/preaching of the Word of God. We believe it is
important to show God’s love and His truth to those who
seek us out, despite any language barriers there may be. I
am active wherever there is a need. Officially, I am a
church leader, the treasurer and the editor of our church
magazine.
Name your favourite hymn/worship song and explain why
it is important to you.
I have had many ‘favourites’ over the years but the one I
always come back to is, ‘When I survey the wondrous
cross on which the Prince of glory died’. For me, it
encompasses the right relationship between God and the
believer and therefore can be sung with a very personal
note. Other favourites are, ‘King of Kings, Majesty’, ‘I am
persuaded’ and ‘When I feel the touch’.
Which Christian writers would you recommend?
I enjoy the writings and preachings of Sinclair Ferguson,
Charles Spurgeon, George Whitefield and Smith
Wigglesworth. During the pandemic Roger and I watched
many of Sinclair Ferguson’s sermons online. I find all their
sermons to be of great spiritual value. Even though three
of them lived in another era, their teaching is still very
relevant today.
Beyond Christian activities, what are your other hobbies?
Ever since I was a small child I have enjoyed reading, so
when I have time, this is something I like to do.
When our children were small, whilst Roger was out at
various meetings, I discovered jigsaws in order to pass the
time. During the pandemic, I resurrected my love of
jigsaws but I haven’t had much time or space for this
hobby recently. I also enjoy going for a walk, the more so
to enjoy God’s creation!
How can we pray for you, both personally and for your
church?
I am always seeking to grow more deep-rooted in my faith,
desiring to work that out into my life and witness. I would
pray the same prayer for all the attendees in my Church
(not to mention all those in our Connexion of Churches).
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GEOFFREY MATTHEWS

CHRISTIAN AID REPRESENTATIVE
Jessica carries maize grain on her head to the hammer mill.

… IT’S HERE AGAIN!
Christian Aid launches four key ‘Appeals‘ during the year –
Lent and Easter, Harvest, Christmas and, of course,
Christian Aid Week (CAW).
This year’s CAW Appeal is based around the story of
Jessica Mwedzi.
Jessica says, ‘My children crave a decent meal, but I can’t
provide… It pains me to send them to bed hungry.’
Jessica is
hungry - for a
good meal, to
earn a decent
living, to provide
a more hopeful
future for her
family. But she's
anything but
helpless. Hope
is in her eyes.
Jessica poses outside her house with three of her children.
For Jessica, drought means every day is a struggle for
survival. Like many women in rural Zimbabwe - 7 out of
10 rely on farming for income and food - she toils on her
farm, but nothing can grow on her ashen, dry land.
Drought starves. Intensified by the climate crisis, and the
effects of war in Ukraine on global food production, it
drives families into hunger.
Jessica recalls that, ‘One year, we had no rain. The
scorching sun burnt my crops just as they were about to
bloom. It was so painful and disheartening.’
As the golden sun fades across the sky, Jessica watches
her much-loved sons and daughters sing, dance and play
outside. Can you imagine how it feels for her to know her
children are hungry, but have nothing left to give?

She finds a ray of hope that she will overcome this tough
time - and be able to provide her children with good food,
and a full life, free from hunger.
Could you give today, and help this loving mum provide
food and hope for her family?
Traditionally, we have contributed by the envelope
distribution and collection method. There is now a
modified version of that – delivery only envelopes, which I
have only just discovered. Too late for this year, but I’ll be
looking further into that for future Christian Aid Appeals.
More about Jessica, her family, the Christian Aid Week
Appeal and how to donate via e-envelope, can be found
on the Christian Aid website at www.christianaid.org.uk/

appeals/key-appeals/christian-aid-week/jessicas-story

Jessica and her family walk home at sunset.

All images taken from the Christian Aid website - Christian Aid / David Brazier.

If there are any questions, comments or ideas, please do get in touch. Geoffrey S Matthews
Tel: 07568 589569
Email: christianaid.representative@imchurches.org.uk
Christian Aid Website: https://www.christianaid.org.uk/

The last day for articles to be submitted
for the July / August issue of the
Connexion magazine is Monday the 6th of
June. The theme for this issue will be
‘Grace and Compassion’.
Please could all articles be sent either directly to the Resource Centre via
post, or by email to magazine@imchurches.org.uk (please note the new
email address).
Just a quick reminder that ideally all photographs need to be digital. Do
ensure that safeguarding principles are followed by asking permission for the
publication of any photographs and for the articles where people are named
and/or can be identified.

Thank you for all the articles - please keep them coming!
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In the Joy of the Lord
Margaret Jean Heptinstall
d. 11th February 2022
Boldon, North East Circuit
Margaret was
born in Roker,
Sunderland in
1929. She
attended
Warwick Street
IM Church as a
baby and, at an
early age,
committed her
life to God. She
met George,
her future husband, at a Christian
social evening. Gifted with a good
voice, she took singing lessons,
partly to overcome a bout of pleurisy
in her teenage years and this led to
a lifetime commitment and many
performances as a member of the
Sunderland Amateur Operatic
Society.
Initially working for her grandfather,
Edward Embleton, most of her adult
life was taken up with the care of
sick elderly relatives and it was at
the age of 50, she returned to work
as the personal secretary to a local
consultant obstetrician. Her
diligence and ability were
recognised in that she was cited as
a joint-contributor to an extensive,
long-term medical research project
publication.
Her grandparents were pioneers of
Independent Methodism in the
North East and distinguished
representatives within the
Independent Methodist Connexion,
but Margaret knew that Christian
witness was about a personal
response to the call of Jesus, not
ancestry. She never tired of
recounting her own conversion and
the people who had guided and
encouraged her, not least her own
parents and grandparents.
During her long life, that witness has
been consistently borne out –
faithfully assisting George in his
ministry, the unstinting work in
serving the needs of the fellowship
in Warwick Street, the service in so
many ways for the work and worship
of the Women's Auxiliary which her
own grandmother was instrumental
in founding, the dedication of her
musical talents in her membership
of the Northern Counties Choir and
always willing to provide a song for a
musical item for any worship
occasion.
When she and George transferred
their membership to Boldon, both of
them brought enrichment and
encouragement, especially

Margaret, always the great
encourager. Despite increasing
frailty, her dedicated service, not
least in caring for George towards
the close of his life, provides an
example of Christian witness which
has simply shone through and
enriched the lives of so many.
We continue to pray for Janet, her
daughter, two grandchildren and
now two great grandchildren.
Len Ogilvie

Jean Park
d. 25th February 2022
Boldon, North East Circuit
Born in 1932, from an early age,
Jean was highly involved in the work
and worship of New Silksworth IM
Church and eventually became a
member there with her husband
George. She was an anchor for the
family – George in his busy and
much-travelled professional life, her
children, Linda and David and their
families.
All this was supported by a simple,
practical, down-to-earth faith shown
in the way she chose to channel her
activities. She spent ten years as a
prison visitor at Durham, rubbing
shoulders with all sorts of people
who had done some terrible things,
but to Jean, they were people who
were lost, damaged and needed
company. She supported the work
of the local life-boat station in
Sunderland for many years serving
in the shop, doing her bit for people
who put their lives on the line day-in
and day-out. She was just as happy
to be a regular member of the
church cleaning team at New
Silksworth, faithfully doing the things
that needed to be done.
She was especially pleased to
support George in his training and
commissioning for I M Ministry,
transferring her membership to
Boldon. She went on to care for him
patiently and sacrificially in the later
stages of his life and accepted the
increasing frailties of her own life
with peace, fortitude and courage.
Our prayers continue for Linda and
David and the wider family. As a
fellowship and a circuit, we are so
thankful for the faithful, consistent
example of Christian discipleship
she has given to all who knew her.
Len Ogilvie

Brian Grenville Pearson
18th March 1929 - 1st February 2022
Barnoldswick
Brian died peacefully at home on the
1st of February 2022. A funeral
service was held at Barnoldswick
Church on the 21st of February,
conducted by David Jefferies. A
cremation followed at Skipton. At
the service, we gave thanks for his
life and service to Barnoldswick
Church.
Brian was made a member, with his
dear wife Shelia, in 1963. There
followed a time when he was the
Church President (1975-1976) and
was Vice President for many years.
The past Colne and Nelson Circuit
honoured him by making him their
President. Brian could preach the
word and in the Sunday School,
Brian taught in the primary age
group and the children loved his
teaching, storytelling and Christmas
parties were a joy.
Brian was blessed with a loving
family; daughter Sally and two sons,
Garry and Jeff, who all attended our
Sunday School then church.
Grandchildren and great
grandchildren increased his family
and he had a great affection for his
brother, Jeffrey.
Brian started a men’s social
evening, which was held once per
month – it is now classed as a
community event and is wellattended. The formation of his
holiday club (now ceased) raised
much-needed funds for our church.
He was also a great lover of
gardening, in particular flowers and
then arranging them. At the Harvest
Festival, there was fruit and
vegetables, a poppy display for
Remembrance Day, lilies for Easter
and of course, a traditional
Christmas display.
In his working life, Brian was
employed in a local care home,
attending to the patients with
Christian care and love.
In recent years, when suffering from
Alzheimer’s disease, Brian
continued with his art work, making
calendars and Christmas cards, as
well as remembering special
birthdays and anniversaries.
Brian is so missed and has been
since the illness overtook him. As a
church, we give thanks for his life
and work over so many years. We
pray for his wife, Shelia, and the
family and friends that God’s
blessing will be upon them all.
May Brian now receive those words
– ‘Well done thou good and faithful
servant. Enter into the joy of the
Lord’. Amen! Jennifer Wareing
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MY TESTIMONY:
ANNE CHISHOLM, SOUTH HYLTON
It was a privilege to be invited to submit an
‘Encountering Jesus’ article, but I found it
difficult to know how much of my (lengthy)
testimony to include, as the Lord has
blessed me in so many ways for such a long
time. Also, l find it difficult writing, without
sounding proud and boastful; however, l
trust that these words may be a help and an
encouragement to our readers.
I grew up in a Christian family, my
grandfather being one of the founders of our
church at South Hylton, and I progressed
through Sunday School from the age of
three, always knowing God’s love, and
joining in with all the church activities. Then,
as l reached my teenage years, l realised
that l couldn’t merely rely on my parents’
experience of the Lord, but needed to make
a personal response to His love, and I
committed my life to him at the age of 14.
Looking back, l know that many people
were praying for me, and supporting me, as
l enjoyed fellowship with teenagers in the
Circuit, and Bible studies and similar
activities in Sunderland Methodist Circuit,
and grew to trust the Lord more and more,
developing a great love for His word.
Four years later, l was called to the Ministry
and again was supported in prayer as l
studied and progressed to be a
Connexional Minister.
Working in Sunderland Public Libraries, l
was by this time studying for Library
Association qualifications, and so needed
more prayerful encouragement. Sunday
School teaching was something l really
enjoyed (and still do!) and, as l became an
‘A.L.A.’, opportunities arose for me to be

South Hylton Independent Methodist Church,
Sunderland

involved with children’s work in the library
system, and so as well as leading children’s
groups, Bible studies etc in a church
setting, l was able to do extensive work with
children and young people in a library
setting. This work was sometimes very
taxing, but brought me much pleasure and
was very rewarding.
Eventually, I headed up all the young people
and schools work in Sunderland’s
Recreation and Libraries Department. The
Lord led me as the work seemed to go hand
in hand, in addition to music and artwork
ministries.
When Alan and l were married in 1967, he
knew that he would have to suffer listening
to stories and lectures being practised, and
visual aids being strewn around the house
in various stages of construction, but we
knew that the Lord had brought us together,
and prayed for each other as we both
served Him faithfully over many years.
Alan’s prayers supported me each time l
have taken a preaching appointment, or
ministered in other ways, and that has made
a tremendous difference over the years in
the Lord’s work.
Things have changed considerably since l
first became a Christian in 1956. Our little
chapel in a small village was one of six
places of worship, and now we are the sole
(soul?) survivor. The population has grown,
and there are many developments of
change, but God’s love never changes, and
we praise Him for blessing us in so many
ways in our worship, work and witness to
the community.
Our fellowship emphasises the value and
importance of prayer, and as l reflect on this
l am so grateful for so much prayer support
given to me, especially during times of
illness and difficulties. As Alan’s long illness
progressed we were both kept and shielded
by God’s power (l Peter 1: 5), and
appreciated the prayers of innumerable
people as they brought our many concerns
to the Lord.
At my recognition service in 1962, l quoted
the hymn, ‘O use me Lord, use even me,
just as thou wilt, and when, and where’.
As l reflect on positive answers to that
prayer, l give Him thanks that He has used
me, and pray that He will continue to do so,
as l trust in Him.

