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Our first year of 
living and serving in 
Spain was a year 
fraught with many difficulties. Not 
only did we experience the initial 
shock of living in a country so close  
to home geographically, yet so far 
away culturally, but we were also 
working with a dysfunctional team 
planting a church near Madrid, and 
had financial concerns, among 
other things.  

Six months into the year, we were 
ready to pack our belongings and 
return home.  

In the midst of little sleep, and much 
talking, thinking and praying, we did 
one thing that proved crucial: we 
took a look back at our lives for the 
previous twenty years and even 
further back. We saw a constant 
pattern: God had always been 
present in many ways, guiding us to 
join our lives to serve Him together, 
providing for our every need, 
protecting us during a time of 
serious social unrest in Colombia 
and giving us strength to serve Him 
in the middle of daily challenges 
and opportunities. In one word, God 
had been faithful to us! 

It was this single thought of the 
faithfulness of God that brought 
peace to our hearts and minds and 
gave us the focus and strength to 
look ahead and carry on. If God had 
been faithful to us throughout our 
entire lives, there was no reason to 
think He would not continue to be 
faithful! 

Looking at Scripture, particularly at 
the Psalms and the prophets, it 

seems like the people of 
Israel recurrently did this 
same kind of exercise. It 
was their recollection of 
God’s faithfulness in the 
past that provided them 
with hope in times of 
trouble.  

After describing in meticulous detail 
all his afflictions in Lamentations 3, 
the prophet Jeremiah comes to this 
conclusion:  

‘…Yet this I call to mind and 
therefore I have hope: Because of 
the Lord’s great love we are not 
consumed, for his compassions 
never fail. They are new every 
morning; great is your 
faithfulness.’                                     
(Lamentations 3:21-23). 

That God is faithful means that He 
never changes. Unlike his 
creatures, God is immutable and 
can never cease to be what He is, 
He is the same yesterday, today 
and forever (Hebrews 13:8).  

His character never changes, He is 
a God who is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger and abounding in 
steadfast love and faithfulness 
(Exodus 34:6).  

His truth does not change: your 
word, Lord, is eternal; it stands firm 
in the heavens (Psalm 119:89). His 
promises hold true!  

That God is faithful also means that 
His ways and purposes never 
change, both his global ways and 
purposes, and those with reference 

to each of us. This is why Paul 
assuredly writes to the Christians in 
Philippi: ‘...being confident of this, 
that He who began a good work in 
you will carry it on to completion 
until the day of Christ 
Jesus.’ (Philippians 1:6). 

In times, as changing and uncertain  
as the ones we are living in these 
days, how vital it is to hold firmly to 
these truths -  no matter what 
situation you are going through, 
God is faithful, He never changes, 
His promises hold true! 

For us, this continues to be our 
anchor.  

Before that first year in Spain was 
over, God turned our situation 
completely around. In a matter of 
days, God very providentially 
provided a new church, a new 
ministry and a new home!  

That is not to say that God always 
works immediately to change our 
difficult circumstances. Sometimes, 
we may have to endure long 
periods of uncertainty or even pain, 
but God remains faithful and 
present in all our circumstances.  

 

Gail and Daniel Castro 

 

A little about Gail and Daniel Castro... 

Daniel and Gail served in Colombia with One Mission Society (OMS) for 16 years in Church 
Planting, Bible Training, Worship and Social Ministries. In 2007, they returned to the UK for home 
assignment and a period of further Theological training. After completing their studies, they felt 
God directing them to work in Spain where OMS has been serving since 1972.  

The Castros share a passion for presenting God’s message in challenging and relevant ways and a commitment to church 
development and the training of Christian leadership. These are central to their ministerial involvement in Spain where they serve in a 
local church in Madrid. They are also part of a church planting team in the town where they live. Daniel and Gail have two daughters, 
Melissa and Ruth, both born in Colombia. 

For more information visit https://www.onemissionsociety.org.uk/missionary/Castro  

Biography adapted from OMS website. 
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Can you introduce yourself? 

My name is Alan Britton and I have 
recently been appointed Financial 
officer for the Association and I 
believe the Connexion, although 
wearing two hats doesn’t go with my 
looks. 

I was born in Warrington and have 
lived there all my life, I am a 
widower and have two children: my 
daughter lives down south and 
works for Thames Valley Police as a 
civilian and my son is high up in a 
major mobile phone company 
looking after systems. 

In my youth, which seems a million 
miles away, I went to secondary 
school where I was involved in all 
sorts of sports, cricket, badminton, 
athletics, squash and rugby 

league and it was the last one which 
I excelled in playing for Warrington 
school boys and at county level and 
for Warrington under 18’s. 

After getting married at 21 years 
old,  I went to Wigan Technical 
College where I studied for my 
accountancy exams. After four 
years of travelling up and down the 
M6, I passed my final year and 
started work at an industrial 
company in the accounts 
department, working my way up the 
ladder to Financial Director and 
eventually, Managing Director. 

What is your church 
background? 

I was brought up in a loving 
Christian home and as a family, 
we went to Elim Pentecostal 
Church which happened to be 
across the road from where we 
lived. It was an amazing church 
and that was where my faith grew 
and the time when I made a 
personal decision to follow Jesus. 

Can you describe some of the 
significant events on your 
Christian journey? 

Due to varying circumstances, we 
moved to Stockton Heath Christian 
Fellowship under the guidance of 
John Dolan. 

It was during that time that 
sadness hit the family when my 
wife was diagnosed with bowel 
cancer. Twelve months to the day, 
she passed into God’s abiding 
presence, and yet, through that 
hard time, I sensed God’s abiding 
peace. 

Some two years later, I married a 
lady from the Church and found a 
new love, however, 10 years ago 
this month, she suffered a bleed 
on the brain and passed away into 
God’s presence. It was really 
tough, although I never asked God 
why, I just need to trust. 

Name your favourite worship 
song and explain why it is 
important to you. 

After my experiences, my favourite 
song is ‘Faithful God’ by Chris 
Bowater. I have known these 
words to be so true through the 
good and difficult times and now 
my current favourite song is 
‘Sovereign over All’ by Michael W. 
Smith. 

How can we pray for you? 

Being Financial Officer carries a 
great deal of responsibility, as God 
has called us to be good stewards 
and I trust with Gods’ help, I will 
serve you well. 

ALAN BRITTON 
CONNEXIONAL FINANCIAL OFFICER 

IMC DIRECTORY 
CHANGES 

 
Roger and Susan Stone,  
Kirkhall Lane, Leigh 
New Address:  
20 Parkfield Drive, Tyldesley, 
Manchester M29 8QJ 
 
The phone number remains the 
same:  0161 278 1518 
 
Dorothy Kendrick 
Roman Road, Failsworth 
New Address: 
37 Holts Lane, Pitsies, 
Oldham, OL4 5NJ 
 
The phone number remains the 
same:  0161 624 7503 
 
Please do update your records 
accordingly - thank you! 
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‘I’ll give you a week!’ These were the 
words my friend at work said to me 
on Monday 22nd January 1973. ‘How 
do you remember that?’ you may 
say. Well, usually I could not tell you 
words from a conversation that took 
place yesterday, let alone forty-nine 
years ago, however, it was the day 
after I had become a Christian on 
Sunday 21st January in Silksworth IM 
Church when Brother Ron Stout 
(Hetton) had been preaching.  

It was billed as our YP weekend and 
Ron had come along with his 16mm 
projector and a ‘religious’ film to 
show us. I can’t remember anything 
about the film, just that Ron had 
spoken after it and challenged us 
about being a Christian. The Holy 
Spirit spoke to me about my life and I 
went to the front of the church and I 
gave my life to the Lord. 

I was 19 years old and had been 
going to church from about two 
months of age with my parents. I was 
steeped in Church life and went to 
everything - three times on a 
Sunday, Monday for Junior Christian 
Endeavour, Wednesday and Friday 
Youth Clubs.  

However, when I went to work at 16 
years old, I drifted away and enjoyed 
doing other things which were not 
very edifying. As I still lived at home, 
I continued with church out of 
respect for my parents, but I was a 
hypocrite, teaching a Sunday School 
class when I was far from God.  

So, becoming a Christian really 
meant a change in my life and telling 
my friend first thing on the Monday 
was a start. I’m pleased to say that 
on the Thursday of that week our 
cashier said, ‘Phil, what is wrong with 
you? You’ve changed’. It was a joy 
to explain how Jesus had changed 
my life. 

At the time, I worked for Dixons 
Photographic and, a couple of 
months later, I was promoted and 
asked to go to Aberdeen as 
Assistant Manager in the shop there. 
It was a great adventure, even 
though it was the first time I had 
been away from home. I stayed in a 
B&B, so, on my first Sunday off, I 
prayed for guidance for somewhere 
to go to church. I felt as if I was 
being pointed to a massive building 
at the end of Union Street, which I 
didn’t know at the time was the 
Salvation Army Citadel.  

I went and it was a perfect fit. I was 
even prompted to give my testimony 
during the service. Afterwards, I was 

invited to a young family’s house for 
lunch and every week thereafter. 
God was providing me with a safe 
place to be away from home. 

The first major challenge to my faith 
at work came a couple of years later. 
I had changed jobs and was working 
for a local retailer selling TVs, Hi Fis  
and white goods. They asked me to 
open the shop I was managing on a 
Good Friday. I didn’t have any time 
to pray before saying, ‘No’ – I just 
refused. I was married by then and 
shared it with Jean who supported 
my decision, and waited to see what 
would happen.  

I was called to Head Office to explain 
myself and so I could give my 
reasons. Having only been there a 
couple of years, I expected the sack, 
but they said they would ask for a 
volunteer to open up, but I would 
lose my commission on any sales 
that day. We prayed hard and found 
that the shop hardly did any 
business that day. 

After eight years in retail, I decided 
that I wanted to have Saturdays off 
and so, my Housing Career started. I 
became a Local Authority Rent 
Collector. It was easy moving to a 
new job because you can tell 
everyone straight away what you 
believe in.  

I’m sure God was with me on my first 
day because I was sent out to a 
strange Council Estate to meet up 
with my mentor who would ‘show me 
the ropes’. It was Ray who became 
my great friend and tennis partner of 
44 years (and counting). He was 
also a Salvationist. 

I have many stories of God being 
with me whilst walking the streets 
carrying large sums of money in my 
rent bag, but eventually, I applied for 
a promotion which saw me move to 
an indoor job in the Lettings Section. 

As many people who share their faith 
at work will say, your colleagues try 
not to upset you and would often 
apologise if they used bad language. 
I was not as prepared for the general 
public to be so understanding!  

My role was to interview people who 
wanted a council house and I quickly 
had to learn to be understanding of 
their frustrations of me, the officer, 
who was saying, ‘No’, explaining that 
I did not swear so could they respect 
that. 

One of my difficult times was when 
the officer who dealt with homeless 
applications went on long term sick 

leave and I was asked to stand in.  

It was such a challenging time. Day 
after day listening to stories from 
people in dire straits for many 
reasons and having to apply the law 
and council policy to their cases. We 
hear of compassion fatigue 
nowadays and I now know how that 
feels. After nine months, I was 
pleased to get back to my own job. 

Eventually, I was promoted a couple 
of times and ended up as Chief 
Lettings Officer, looking after an 
office of twelve staff, responsible for 
63,000 council houses. Most of the 
people in the office had been there a 
long time and were older than me, so 
that was a challenge in itself. My 
prayer life was often filled with 
requests for help and guidance to 
deal with things day to day. God was 
good and did help.  

In 1984, my boss came to me first 
thing one morning and said, ‘You 
had better go and see Brian, he says 
he has become a Christian!’  

Brian had gone to Roker Park in 
Sunderland to see Billy Graham and 
he and his wife had answered his 
call to ‘Get out of your seats’. It was 
so good to see someone who was 
on fire for God and I was able to help 
him through his early experiences, 
including explaining that the 
Pentecostal church he had been 
directed to was not a cult!  

We began to meet together at 
lunchtime for prayer and eventually, 
decided to try and organise a 
‘Christian Union’ in the Civic Centre. 
He had been part of the building 
management team and knew lots of 
people in other departments, so I 
designed a poster and put it on 
notice boards asking if anyone was 
interested. I had to contact the Chief 
Executive to get permission and 
eventually, it was granted. There 
were about twenty people meeting 
each week in a committee room for 
prayer, Bible study and to support 
each other. 

I then moved into the training section 
to deliver training for our 400 staff 
and one of my first tasks was to 
produce a Customer Care Course for 
them all. Our Director of Housing 
was very forward thinking and we 
were the first Council Department to 
do something like that.  

I was often asked how I could stand 
up in front of large crowds and 
speak. I was able to explain that I 
had been doing it since I was four 

PHIL OLIVER,  
SILKSWORTH 
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years old in Church Sunday School 
Anniversaries etc. 

Eventually, it was decided that the 
only way to be able to provide good 
quality housing for the people of 
Sunderland would be to apply to the 
Government to do a stock transfer.  

It was a long and complicated 
process and I had now moved into 
Media and Communications in order 
to produce all the presentations and 
public meetings to inform all our 
tenants as they had to vote for it. We 
were extremely successful and got a 
turnout of over 60% voting and a 
massive 77% ‘yes’ vote.  

I worked closely with our now Chief 
Executive and his team. I was seen 
as his moral compass  - as he did 
have a tendency to swear, I was 
always warning him to be careful, 
especially as we were often on 
church premises!  

As I worked in the executive corridor, 
any correspondence from churches 
or clergy was directed to me and we 
took part in all sorts of community 
events such as Harvest Festivals 
and various activities by local 
churches. 

My lasting legacy was the Carol 

Service. When we moved into our 
own headquarters building in 2001, 
I approached the Chief Executive 
and asked if I could organise a 
Carol Service for staff and board 
members. I explained it would be a 
proper service with carols (not 
White Christmas or Jingle Bells) 
readings and prayers with clergy 
involvement, as we had a couple of 
clergymen board members. He 
said, ‘Go for it,’ and ‘Do what you 
like!’ 

It became a highlight of the year for 
many and much loved. I managed to 
get some great speakers who always 
delivered a challenging Christmas 
message. I was even asked to 
continue to arrange it after I retired. It 
only ended three years ago when 
alterations to the building meant it 
could no longer be held there. 

After forty years, thirty-five in 
housing, I retired. I can only give 
thanks to God for the way He kept 
and guided me in all aspects of my 
working life. I’m sure many of the 
things I accomplished would not 
have been possible in my own 
strength and for that I praise Him. 
 

Photographs from a Carol Service in Emperor House 
Gentoo Headquarters.  

In 1961, at the 
Annual General 
Meeting of 
South Hetton 
Independent 
Methodist 
Church, Sister 
Eva Richardson 

was elected Church President.  At 
the November 2021 Annual General 
Meeting, Sister Eva, after holding 
office for sixty continuous years, 
announced that she would not be 
standing for re-election. 

Born into a prominent Independent 
Methodist family ninety-three years 
ago, Eva has been involved in 
church life from a very young age.   

The church has been her mainstay 
all her life, with many years spent in 
God’s service.  From teaching 
Sunday School in the early days, to 
preaching, ministering, producing the 
church magazine, establishing and 
running a Holiday Group, 
involvement in Women’s 
Auxiliary and the North East Circuit, 

and noted for her delivery of 
exemplary crafted eulogies, the list 
goes on and on.  And, all this whilst 
following a very successful career in 
education. 

We are so thankful for Eva’s 
leadership, for her lifetime’s work in 
God’s Service, and for her continuing 
presence in our church family.  All 
this was reflected at our service on 
Sunday 23rd January, conducted by 
the Rev. Kevin Dunn, when Mr. 
Martyn Banks (our new President) 
gave a moving valedictory address, 
during which Vice President. Mrs. 
Lorna Walton, presented Eva with 
thoughtful gifts and a bouquet of 
flowers.   

In response, Eva thanked Martyn, 
congratulated him as her successor, 
and summarised the highs and lows 
of her years in office.  Heartfelt 
thanks were extended to members 
and friends for their years of 
constancy and invaluable 
support.  That, and God’s word, was 
and remains a great comfort to her 

as she recalled Philippians 4:13,      
‘I can do everything through him who 
gives me strength’.  

It was a lovely service prepared by 
Martyn, and we wish him well in his 
new post and thank our officials for 
their help and support.     

Anne Parkin, South Hetton 

 

Presidents past and present -                                  
Eva Richardson and Martyn Banks. 

60 YEARS                                                             

           OF FAITHFUL SERVICE 

The last day for articles to be submitted for the May / June issue of the 
Connexion magazine is Monday the 4th  of April. 
 

The theme for this issue will be ‘Prayer’. Please could all articles be sent either directly to the Resource Centre via 
post, or by email to editor@imchurches.org.uk      

Thank you for all the articles - please keep them coming! 

mailto:editor@imchurches.org.uk
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Having been asked to write my 
testimony for sharing with the 
Connexion Magazine, I immediately 
wondered how on earth you 
squeeze so much of God (not me!) 
being at work in my life on to a page. 
When I write of God, I am referring 
to the trinitarian God (Father, Son 
Jesus and Holy Spirit). The theme of 
this edition of the magazine is 
‘Faithfulness’, so rather than write 
everything that I could, I decided to 
share some instances of His 
faithfulness in my life. 

Here is a trustworthy saying, ‘If we 
are faithless, he remains 
faithful...’  (2 Timothy 2:13)  This 
scripture seems to reflect so much 
of my life and how God has been 
with me throughout the course of my 
life. Looking back, I am ashamed of 
some of the things that I have done, 
but none of it was hidden from God 
and he loved me regardless. 

I was born into a loving Christian 
(practicing Catholic) family and had 
a wonderful upbringing which 
involved church every Sunday 
without fail. I also played rugby on a 
Sunday morning from a very young 
age. If that clashed with church, we 
went to church on a Sunday evening 
so that both could be done. 

Jesus’ work in my life was evident 
from an early age, again, not my 
work but His. He blessed me with 
faith, the gift of the Holy Spirit and a 
limited understanding of who He is 
and what He had done for me. I had 
a childlike faith that I didn’t question 
but, without question, He was my 
God. I trusted in Him for my 
salvation and prayed to Him about 
all things.  

One of my earliest memories of 
making decisions about my faith and 
trusting in God is making the choice 
to attend church every day by 
praying before school. I was at 
primary school and walked there 
because we lived close by. I made a 
choice to set off early so that I could 
go to pray before school – there 
weren’t many there and certainly no 

other children my age. Another little 
thing that I decided at primary 
school was not to swear out of 
reverence for God. I know it sounds 
silly but at the time, my thought 
process was that He would honour 
the choice that I was making.  

There’s often a ‘but’ in scripture and 
usually what follows is God and 
good but, in my case, the ‘but’ was 
how I lived my life was to veer 
drastically away from the above over 
my teenage years and early 
twenties. With the benefit of 
hindsight, I am so grateful to God for 
the early period of my life and can 
see His hand in this, He remained 
faithful throughout. 

Throughout secondary school, 
college and university, my reliance 
and dependence upon God 
gradually waned, until by the age of 
19/20 years old,  I was probably the 
furthest from God that I had ever 
been in my life. 

I don’t think that this is untypical of 
immature lads like me but the ages 
of 18-20 involved concentrating 
more on rugby, ‘socialising’ (or just 
plain old drinking if you prefer!), girls 
etc… and less concentration on 
study, work and most importantly, 
God’s desire for my life. I had put 
Him to one side, church visits had 
become infrequent, my prayer time 
had dramatically reduced, even 
swearing had crept back in to my 
everyday language. God was an 
afterthought, in truth barely even a 
thought at all. I hadn’t included God 
in this part of my life. The proverb 
about a dog returning to his vomit 
and a fool repeating his folly applies! 
(Proverbs 26:11) as well as the 
parable of the Prodigal Son that 
received his inheritance from the 
father and squandered it to become 
destitute (Luke 15:11-32) 

As I said, I was the furthest from 
God that I had ever been in my life 
and the root of the problem was the 
way I was living – putting myself first 
rather than God, having faith in 
myself rather than being faithful to 

Him. Graciously and mercifully, 
where my faith diminished, His 
faithfulness remained. 

One of the many gracious things 
that God has gifted to me is my wife. 
When we talk about how we met 
and where we were in our respective 
walks with God at that time, it is 
clear that she was God-given to me 
at a time when she was as close to 
Him as I was distant. What a 
blessing! Again, God’s faithfulness 
in full effect, He blessed me with an 
amazing woman at just the right time 
in my life to reveal to me how far 
from where I should be,  in my life 
with Him, that I actually was. 

Through Jesus’ influence in her life, 
His Holy Spirit was stirred within me 
and stimulated in me a desire to 
know more about my God. I read 
and read her Bible and still have it to 
this day - it’s looking a bit 
dishevelled now! We attended 
church, we went to prayer meetings 
and Bible studies together and the 
gift of faith that I hadn’t paid 
attention to since childhood was 
rekindled.  

I had reached a point in my life 
where it was time to choose, was I 
going to take my life with Jesus 
seriously? No one could do it for me, 
not even my incredible wife - I had to 
decide. I asked God for forgiveness 
and prayed that He would sustain 
me in trying to change the way I 
lived. I often describe it as my 
thoughts changing from putting me 
first, others second and God last to 
putting God first, others second and 
me last. 

His work is far from complete in my 
life and thank goodness that the 
completion of that work relies on His 
authority and power to complete it, 
rather than mine. In spite of knowing 
about my unfaithfulness in advance, 
Jesus, in obedience to the Father, 
went to the cross to die because He 
loves me and it was the only way for 
me to be saved from my sin and 
reconciled with Him. His faithfulness 
is amazing. 

BE ENCOURAGED  
Geoff Chapman, West Camel  

I have been a lay preacher for more 
than 50 years, preaching mainly in 
small country chapels. Many of 
these chapels were kept going by a 
small band of people, many of them 
elderly. One thing that struck me 
about all these people was their 
faithfulness. They were there, 
Sunday by Sunday, keeping the 
doors open. As with my own 
parents, ‘chapel’ came first. Many of 
them worked for many years with 
little apparent fruit for their labours. 
Do we have that same commitment 
to give God and His work first place 
as they did? 
It’s very easy to get discouraged 

when there appears to be little if any 
response to all we seek to do, 
especially those of us who seek to 
keep the Christian witness alive in 
rural communities, when it would be 
much easier commute to a larger 
town church and be relieved of our 
responsibilities.  
However, I want to encourage 
everyone in these situations to ‘keep 
the flag flying’ as long as possible, 
and keep praying for others to come 
to support and strengthen the work. 
Nowhere in the Bible are we told 
that we have to be successful, but 
God does ask us to be faithful, and 
He will reward faithfulness.  It’s our 
job to sow the seed, and we can 
pray that some will fall on good 
ground, but God is responsible for 

the harvest. The author of Hebrews 
wrote, ‘God is not unjust; he will not 
forget your work and the love you 
have shown him as you have helped 
his people and continue to help 
them.’  (Hebrews 6: 10). 
Paul ended his famous passage on 
resurrection in 1 Corinthians 15 with 
these encouraging words: 
‘Therefore, my dear brothers and 
sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move 
you. Always give yourselves fully to 
the work of the Lord, because you 
know that your labour in the Lord is 
not in vain.’ (verse 58).  
If we remain faithful to Jesus and 
His Gospel, we shall one day be 
welcomed into heaven with the 
words: ‘Well done, good and faithful 
servant!’ (Matthew 25: 21).         

MY TESTIMONY 

STEPHEN BRIERS, HAYDOCK 
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Dorothy’s Jottings       by Dorothy Kendrick, Connexional Past-President 

What a faithful God! 

A little time has been required for me to 
adjust to resuming some Presidential 
duties. However, it has been greatly 
encouraging to see the ways God has 
been leading us as a Connexion and I am 
very grateful for the opportunity of seeing 
the early fruits of all our labours during 
the previous 24 months. 

Having said that, this is not an easy time 
for many of our Fellowships. There have 
been some difficulties in gathering 
together congregations both on Sunday 
and midweek, real concerns about 
meeting the promised increased energy 
bills and some Fellowships have serious 
problems with their buildings. 

These are difficult times for everyone and 
we need to be earnestly in prayer for all 
our Fellowships. We are a Body of 
people together – called by God to be 
Independent Methodists – to love and 
serve Him and His people. This is not 
something we can do by ourselves. We 
always need the Lord’s guidance and 

help but also we need each other’s 
support. Prayers, words of 
encouragement, offers of help are all 
necessary in building up the Body of 
Christ in general, but particularly within 
our denomination. 

So, I have been encouraged when I have 
witnessed Fellowships working together, 
supporting and encouraging each other 

because it has given 
me a glimpse of God’s 
Kingdom here on earth. 
Sometimes it may have 
only been one or two 
people but they are 
representatives of the 
whole Fellowship. To 
find within meetings, 
committee members 
offering help to others 
to ease the load, has 
revealed God’s Spirit at 
work. Hearing about 
Fellowships seeking to 
work with another 
denomination in order 
to strengthen and 
support the work of 
mission in a particular 
area reveals the Spirit 
of Unity God calls His 
people to. 

The work is not only 
with members of our 
Fellowships though. I 
have heard news of 
lunch clubs, midweek 
meetings, youth groups 

and children’s work - all outreach - being 
done despite the limiting factors through 
Coronavirus legislation. It reveals hearts 
that are set on seeking God, focused on 
missional outreach and spreading the 
Gospel in accordance with His command. 

Then, there are the initiatives for new 
Fellowships to be established. Appleton 
Fellowship is working at establishing a 
new work at Appleton Cross and is being 
supported in this financially.  

Also, our NE Circuit friends have 
requested our support to help them 
acquire two redundant church buildings, 
with a view to beginning a missional work 
and moving to developing mission 
churches within the next 5 years. This is 
an exciting project and demonstrates the 
potential for the denomination to work at 
its best. Praying, encouraging, supporting 
financially – together. The call for help is 
a brave step – and a new one in more 
recent years – which actually takes us 
back to our roots of being a denomination 
that upholds every member ministry.  

During the two years I was in the role of 
President, it became increasingly 
apparent that there was need for 
clarification of the roles and 
responsibilities of Connexion and 
Association and the need for us to look 
again at the structure we have in place 
for carrying them out.  

By the time you read this article, all 
churches will shortly receive a discussion 
document prepared by Derek Yates 
explaining the relationship and issues for 
us to consider at various levels within the 
denomination. It is intended that there will 
be opportunity for everyone to participate 
in and feedback through the ongoing 
process and I encourage all Fellowships 
to read and discuss the issues that are 
raised as soon as possible.  

In addition, Connexional Committee have 
tasked a small group to look at our 
existing structures and work with all our 
churches to seek to discover 
opportunities and possibilities of working 
together in a different way.  This is a 
longer term process and through various 
means we will be seeking to discern 
God’s purposes for us as a denomination 
with a view to presenting the final 
suggestions to Annual Meeting 2023. 

God is so faithful. We have seen His 
hand at work in lots of different ways over 
recent years and we would not be where 
we are without Him.  Let us rejoice 
together in all that God is doing among 
us and trust Him for whatever lies ahead, 
knowing that He is ever faithful. May we 
too be faithful in loving and serving Him. 

‘But the Lord is faithful, and he will strengthen you                                 
and protect you from the evil one.’ 2 Thessalonians 3:3   

CHRISTMAS 
AT MILL LANE, 
BRISTOL 
 

Throughout the last 
eighteen months we have 
managed to keep the 
church open, only closing 
when the total lockdown 
was imposed.  

Sadly, during Christmas 
2020, we were unable to 
have our usual Christmas 
service with the children 
from the Pre-School that 
uses the church hall.  

So, on Sunday 12th 

December, it was 
particularly good to have 
the pre-school children 
back with us once again.  

It was nice to see the 
children’s parents, 
grandparents and other 
family members who 
came to join us at the 
service. 

The children looked 
magnificent, dressed in 
their Nativity outfits and 
they sang the Christmas 
songs that they had 
learnt. 

We sowed the seeds of 
the Christmas message 
with both the children and 
their families and we pray 
that the Lord will help 
those seeds to grow.  
 

Hazel Chapple, Mill Lane 



 

Connexion  7 

EASTER THOUGHTS 
Very often we see Easter as just another event, just another date in the calendar. We 
prepare for it in Lent, we go through the celebrations of Holy Week and Good Friday. 
Some of us get up early on Easter Sunday morning, sing rousing hymns as the sun 
rises, sing some more rousing hymns at the Church Service – more often than not, 
concluding with ‘Thine be the Glory’ and ‘Bob's your uncle’, there's Easter over for 
another year – roll on the next event!  

If that's how Christians regard Easter we shouldn't be surprised that the world at large 
fails to understand what Easter really means and just how literally world-shattering it is. 
Easter is not ‘an’ event – it is ‘the’ event. The biblical witness tells us that the cross 
stands at the centre of history and brings history and eternity inextricably together.  

Let's take a look at just some of the passages that make that message absolutely clear: 

Charles Wesley had the theology spot on 
– sing these words at the top of your 

voice to the tune Millennium: 

 

Let earth and heaven agree, 
Angels and men be joined 

To celebrate with me 
the Saviour of mankind 

To adore the all-atoning Lamb,  
and bless the sound of Jesus’ name. 

 
Jesus, transporting sound,  

The joy of earth and heaven;  
No other help is found;  
no other name is given 

By which we can salvation have,  
but Jesus came the world to save. 

 
His name the sinner hears  

and is from sin set free; 
Tis music in his ears; 

Tis life and victory 
New songs do now his lips employ,  

and dances his glad heart for joy. 
 

Stung by the scorpion, sin,  
my poor expiring soul  

The healing sound drinks in,  
and is at once made whole. 

See there my Lord upon the tree! 
I hear, I feel, He died for me 

 
O unexampled love! 

O all redeeming grace! 
How swiftly didst Thou move 

To save a fallen race! 
What shall I do to make it known  

what Thou for all mankind has done? 
 

O for a trumpet voice 
On all the world to call 

To bid their hearts rejoice 
In him who died for all. 

For all, my Lord was crucified 
For all, for all, my Saviour died. 
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Please continue to pray for Gail and Daniel Castro as they divide their time 
between their ministry in the Camarma church and the oversight of the Rock of 
Horeb camp.  

L. and P. have been very busy since the start of the year. L. held an online 
coaching programme in both French and Arabic of particular interest to those 

serving in a cross-cultural setting and will soon host a similar one specifically for their own NGO. She held an 
Epiphany party for some local ladies when the focus was on the wise men who came to worship Jesus. She has 
had some good news about two contacts both of whom have come to know the Lord. Pray that they will find a 
good church to join. A local believer who was looking for work has now found a job in local government. P. is now 
working in one village where the current project deals with the raising of poultry. He is also aiming to reach more 
villages and to design a new project that will help rural women in their locality. They ask us to pray also for wisdom 
and discernment for the directors of their organisation that they might be open to God’s voice in these difficult 
times. 

Liz Greenhalgh continues to thank the Lord for His provision for the ministry He calls her to undertake. The 
reading project with some of the younger children is ongoing. Liz asks us to pray for it to grow at the right time and 
that God will go on working in the hearts of the children. They are thankful for a financial donation received 
towards this work and are also looking for more volunteers to help. This project has been particularly important as 
at the time of writing the schools were still largely closed. The work with the church youth group is progressing 
well, especially when Liz or one of her colleagues can help the young people on a one-to-one basis. They have 
been having some serious conversations with those who have professed faith in Christ on the moral implications of 
living a Christian life. Liz has also helped at two healing retreats when she has been able to visit the Ellel centre in 
Bucharest.  

Anne Fambely, OSM Committee 

Plans are in hand to celebrate this 
special year in the life of our Church 
and Sunday School in 2022.                                       
A booklet titled ‘Celebrating 150 
years of Service’, detailing the 
events planned and the changes 
made to Church and Sunday School 
since the Centenary of 1972, is to be 
made available soon. 

PRAYER FOCUS FOR 2022  

As the year unfolds, we are still 
concerned by uncertainties of the 
Covid 19 virus, the development of 
vaccines to treat it, people’s 
responses to it and the restrictions 
caused by it; the outcomes of Brexit, 
issues of world peace, security and 
poverty (most of which are outside 
our control) and many others. 

We, as Christians and as church 
members, feel that need to consider 
our responsibilities in the context of 
our personal, private and public 
(church and community) prayer life. 
Jesus’ ‘model’, the family prayer, 
outlines the requirements of our 
prayer lives.                              

As a church, we intend to use the 
following ‘Three P’s’ as headings for 
our Prayer Focus this year: 
 

Penitence for mistakes made and 
opportunities missed. 

Praise for achievements made in 
2021. For warmth of fellowship at 
Mount Zion, our commitment to 
welcome, help and share with others 
and the community links we enjoy 

with local fellowships and friends 

Petition for guidance for the coming 
year.  Healing, comfort and support 
for sick members and friends. 
Strength to continue the works 
started.  

EVENTS AT MOUNT ZION 

Our theme for the first Sunday 
Service of 2022 - The Covenant 
Service - was ‘Promises, Promises: 
Taking a Risk for Christ’s Sake’. 

In a short address to the children, we 
thought about promises - what they 
are and why it is so important to 
make and keep them.  

After the children left for their 
Sunday School lessons, we were 
pleased to receive Amanda 
Ohlssons into full membership as the 
theme of covenant promises was 
developed. As a personal reminder 
for each member of the fellowship, 
the promises that we had all made 
when we took membership were 
‘renewed’, using the customary 
covenant prayers, as an act of 
personal rededication.  

A short address then followed, 
focussed upon the difference 
between earthly contracts and God’s 
covenant with His people - the 
church - His never-failing love and 
support that He offers to us (whether 
it is reciprocated or not)! 

The children returned for the 
celebration culmination, around the 
Lord’s table, of the sacrament of the 

Lord’s Supper.  

Two more of the fellowship, Janet 
Aspey and Michael Whatton, were 
welcomed into full membership on 
the 6th of February 2022.  

Our Bible Study / Prayer Group 
(Icthus) meetings restarted, on 
Monday the 7th of February, the 
theme being, ‘What is hope and why 
is it essential?’ 

As we launch the special celebratory 
events, we do offer a warm invitation 
to friends, old and new, to join us. 
Come along and celebrate with us - 
you’ll be sure of a warm, Christian 
welcome!  

 
G. Barry Hart, Mount Zion 

150TH ANNIVERSARY YEAR  
AT MOUNT ZION, PEMBERTON 

From left: Church President, Jack Whatton, new 
member, Amanda Ohlssons and Minister, Barry Hart.       
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Administration Group    No further 
progress on Robert Street Church. 
The sale of the church building at 
Greatham was completed in January 
2022.  Westwood Church is to be 
sold at auction and Chorley Church 
is also being sold.  Production of the 
bi-monthly magazine continues 
under interim arrangements. Kathy 
continues to work from home, visiting 
the Resource Centre when 
necessary. 

Church Support Group    The 
group continue to support churches 
who have had grants in relation to 
workers.  Support has been given to 
two churches to help them through 
closure and the related processes.  

Training is being organised for 
churches, following the experience of 
Marilyn and Lisa attending the Free 
Churches Group presentation of the 
‘Church and Social Cohesion and 
the Church, Culture and Connect 
Online’ conference.  The training will 
be about how to navigate 
evangelism and discipleship and 
worship amidst Covid, the first event 
to be held on the 26th February at the 
Northwood for South Lancashire 
Churches.  The Prayer Day, 
originally planned for 8th January, will 
now be held on 12th March at 
Northwood.   

Recruitment of a Church Support 
worker for the North East is on hold 
until after Easter at the earliest, to 
see how the NE Project progresses.  

Communications Officer    
Magazines continue to be produced 
and distributed as electronic copies.  
The new website is frequently 
updated as necessary.  No further 
progress has been made on the 
Resource Centre conferencing hub, 
due to the covid situation, but this 
will be started as soon as possible. 

Ecumenical Officer    The Churches 
Together in England Presidents’ 
Dinner was held on November 28th 
2021 at Lambeth Palace. It was the 
final meeting for outgoing Presidents 
Archbishop Angaelos of the 
Orthodox Churches and Pastor Agu, 
Pentecostal President. Archbishop 
Justin Welby used the evening to 
launch a new study programme for 
churches entitled ‘Difference – the 
power of faith in a conflicted world’.  
Bill Hampson has further information 
on this.  Bill will be attending the 
CTE Forum in March.   

In November, Dorothy received a 
reply from ‘UK Visas and 
Immigration’ with regard to the 
Connexion’s earlier letters about the 
dreadful conditions in which asylum 
seekers are being currently held.  

The letter went on about the UK’s 
proud history of welcoming those in 
need of protection, but said little 
about the conditions in the old 
military barracks where people are 

held and nothing about the lengthy 
time people are held.  Bill feels that 
more questions should be asked as 
the answers were not satisfactory. 

Education Organiser    Current 
enrolments are three 1st Year 
Students, one 2nd Year Student and 
one 4th Year Student.   

The speaker for the February study 
weekend is no longer available, so 
this will be now be on the theme 
‘Catching the Vision’, the date is 25th-
27th February.  The next Ministry & 
Leaders conference will be Friday 6th 
to Saturday 7th May 2022, speaker 
Gavin Calver, CEO of Evangelical 
Alliance. 

Enabling Group    Much discussion 
has been held on the subject of a 
possible Connexional Review/Re-
organisation, and Connexional 
Committee held an extra meeting to 
meet with John Claydon, who 
attended the Enabling Group in 
December.  It was decided that we 
should go ahead with a Review - a 
small group will start some initial 
work on this and will report back to 
Connexional Committee.   

The workings of Connexion and 
Association have been a continual 
issue over the past two years, and a 
small group consisting of: Derek 
Barron (Chairman), Brian (General 
Secretary), Mark Heaton (Auditor) 
together with David Hughes, Derek 
Yates and Geoff Lomas (all 
members of the Rules Group) have 
been looking into this.  They have 
produced a detailed report on the 
structure of the Connexion and 
Association which will be distributed 
to all Connexional Churches to show 
how the organisations are set up 
currently, and how they should be 
working.  Churches will be asked for 
any questions and feedback, as 
further decisions/changes may be 
made following on from this work.   

Terms of Reference for a 
Management Group and an Activities 
Group for the Northwood Christian 
Centre were passed to Connexional 
Committee, to consider whether both 
are required or the matters should be 
managed by the Management 
Committee, consisting of only two 
people at present.  

We discussed the possibility of 
employing a Manager who would 
lead the Management Committee 
and raise interest and support in the 
Centre. Marilyn Riding and Brian 
Rowney, together with Kathy Pringle 
and David Okell,will meet to discuss 
this so that hopefully a decision can 
be made in May. 

GDPR, Code of Conduct and 
Bullying and Harassment Policies 
were approved by Connexional 
Committee. Work is ongoing on a 
Policy for Closing Church buildings. 
This has become necessary as a 

number of our churches are 
considering closing their buildings, 
not necessarily the Fellowship, and 
the right legal procedures need to be 
followed by churches, Connexion 
and Association. 

Finance Committee   There have 
been discussions with Thatto Heath 
regarding the current building 
situation and its funding, and a 
previously agreed grant to Appleton 
is now to be paid on a quarterly 
basis.  Alan Britton had contacted 
the auditors, as we do not need a full 
audit on the 2021 accounts because 
we fall below the threshold for this.  It 
has been agreed with the 
accountants that they will carry out 
an independent examination.  

A Grants Policy Document was not 
approved, as there are further 
amendments needed before it can 
be adopted.   

Several churches had asked that 
dues be suspended during the covid 
period, and one had asked why dues 
were being paid when there are 
assets in the bank. There was some 
discussion on this, and if was felt 
that info should be given to the 
churches to help them understand 
where certain funds are used. Dues 
go towards the running costs of the 
Connexion and Association. 

General Secretary   Many churches 
have been forced to make 
adjustments to comply with the 
revised Coronavirus ‘Plan B’ 
guidelines, and plans for a physical 
Connexional Committee meeting had 
to be changed once again.  Plans 
have been made to hold a physical 
meeting in May.  

Graham Edmondson had stepped 
down as Safeguarding Officer after 
Annual Meeting, but had agreed to 
remain as a trustee of the 
Independent Methodist Association 
until a successor could be appointed. 
He has now resigned from this 
position.  Lilian Kearsley has also 
indicated that she wishes to retire 
from Connexional Committee, after 
many years’ representing Wigan 
Circuit and the Women’s Auxiliary 
before that.  

Dorothy Kendrick and Brian Rowney 
attended a meeting with the 
Methodist Evangelicals Together 
(MET), which was also attended by 
the Wesleyan Reform Union, and 
Free Methodists to try and promote 
closer links.  We have also been 
invited to a gathering in London on 
29th April, organised by the Methodist 
Connexion, to discuss priorities in 
mission and ways of working 
together, which Brian Rowney hopes 
to attend. 

Ministry   It is hoped to re-initiate the 
cycle of inviting submission of 
Personal Development Profiles, 
according to the rota agreed at the 

FEBRUARY CONNEXIONAL COMMITTEE ROUND-UP 
 

By Alison Tipping, Medlock Valley Circuit Representative 
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Donald Francis Carson 

26th November 1924 – 17th November 2021 

Barnoldswick  

It is with sadness that we announce the passing of 
Donald Carson, aged 96 years, at Airedale Hospital on 
the 17th of November 2021.  A service of thanksgiving 
was held on Monday 29th November 2021, conducted 
by Garry and Jeffrey Pearson. 

Donald was the dearly loved husband of the late 
Margaret, a much-loved dad to Jennifer and David, 
and a devoted grandad and great grandad.  

Donald was the church organist for over sixty years, 
commencing at an evening service in 1956.  He loved 
the association with the church and it was always his 
priority, although he helped out at other churches in 
the area when he could.  Further afield, he once 
played at Ripon Cathedral and he had one stint at 
Blackpool Tower Ballroom.  He played at christenings, 
weddings and funerals, Harvest festivals, Easter 
services and Christmas Day, having only missed one 
Christmas Day service in his time as organist.  

Donald was also welcomed as a member at 
Barnoldswick. 

Following lockdown, Donald lost a great deal of his 
mobility, but managed to come and play with the help 
of his family.  Shortly after this, he became unwell and 
was admitted to hospital, where he sadly died. 

Donald will be greatly missed, but he is now in the 
presence of our Heavenly Father, safe from all harm.  
We will always remember him with love and thanks for 
his services in music.  It was a pleasure to have known 
him and share many occasions with him. 
Jennifer Wareing 

 

Eric Chaloner 

Moorside 

Moorside IM Church report that Eric Chaloner, a well-
loved and long-serving trustee and member, died in 
Salford Royal Hospital in January.  

His funeral took place on Monday the 10th of January 
at Agecroft Crematorium. Instead of flowers, donations 
were sent to a motor neurone disease charity.  

Eric, undertook two years national service in the RAF 
and spent time in Egypt. 

He had a fine tenor voice and took part in many church 
concerts, and I was pleased to be his piano 
accompaniment.  We all feel that we have lost a very 
good friend, as well as a loyal church member. 

We pray that Eric may rest in peace, alongside his 
beautiful wife, Alice, in the joy and peace of God’s 
eternal kingdom. 
Sydney A. Hall 

 

Roger Mervyn Fowler 

Mill Lane, Warmley 

Roger Mervyn Fowler, aged 77 passed peacefully 
away at home in November, with his wife Carol and his 
family by his side. He is now resting with his Lord. 

As an owner of a garage in the past, Roger loved cars 
and particularly motorbikes which he raced in his 
younger days by joining the local motorbike club. 

When he retired he managed the village hall with his 
wife and raised money for a number of different 
charities. 

Roger and Carol joined Mill Lane from another church 
several years ago and they soon became very active 
members, with Roger becoming the Chairman of the 
Management Committee.  He oversaw the selection 
and installation of new windows in the church and he 
was always willing to help at our charity sales and 
fellowship meals with any task that needed doing.  We 
will particularly remember his ability to cram as many 
cars in as he could into the car park, shepherding 
drivers around wearing his high viz jacket.  He was a 
very approachable, easy going man, often seen talking 
to anyone who visited the church. 

The members at Mill Lane will miss his fellowship, 
sense of fun and good humour. 

We pray that the Lord will be with his wife Carol, their 
three daughters and their families over the coming 
months.   
Hazel Chapple 

In the Joy of the Lord 

Ministry Committee meeting, 23rd 

November 2019, and a reminder to 
provide evidence of current 
Disclosure and Barring Certification. 
Frank Pemberton has now joined the 
Ministry Committee.  The committee 
concluded that Andrew Stobart 
Lectures should be made available 
on the Connexional website and 
other media outlets.  This is 6 
sessions focusing on renewing or 
discovering our sense of calling, and 
would be a valuable resource to 
access in compiling a minister's 
development profile. 

Northwood Christian Centre    The 
Management Group still continues 
with only Kathy Pringle and David 
Okell (Site Manager).  

Since re-opening the Centre in June 
of last year, the number of bookings 
has been encouraging: in 2021, the 
Hall and Fields have been used for a 
total of 46 days and the Cottage for a 
total of 53 days. For comparison, in 
2019, the Hall and Fields were used 
for 36 days and the Cottage for 67. 
New Terms of Reference have been 

drawn up, and were discussed as 
part of the Enabling Group report 
(see above).   New charges have 
been implemented, as agreed at the 
May 2021 Connexional Committee 
Meeting. It is hoped that this new, 
simplified pricing system will enable 
us to look to using IMC website for 
NWCC bookings.   

There has been a request for a 
couple to book the cottage for 
several months, and after some 
discussion, it will be offered with 
certain restrictions, so that other 
bookings can still be made.  It was 
decided that in future, no long-term 
rentals will be accepted, that is 
anything longer than 4 weeks.  

Overseas Missions    L & P’s home 
assignment was curtailed due to 
Covid, however they managed to 
meet some churches and individuals 
virtually.  They have now returned to 
North Africa.  Lesley is holding 
coaching workshops, and Philippe 
working in the community.              
Gail and Daniel Castro are back 
serving the Camarma Church, where 

they are still involved in much 
pastoral work.                                    

Liz Greenhalgh was able to spend 
Christmas with her parents in 
Warrington, and continues her 
ministry in Romania working with the 
church young people.                                                                                                         
The Overseas Missions Committee 
are happy to organise Meetings and 
services, but do need more 
members. 

Safeguarding    The Connexional 
Safeguarding Statement has been 
renewed. Graham Edmondson has 
agreed to be the verifier for the North 
West and South Ministers. Along 
with Joy Elkins, this covers the whole 
Connexion. DDC (Due Diligence 
Checking) send all their information 
to Marilyn Riding, along with copies 
of all emails sent to churches. Some 
queries have already been resolved.  
A new form asking for names of 
verifiers and safeguarding officers 
will be sent out soon, and a letter 
was sent to all churches explaining 
the situation with regard to 
safeguarding.     
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In this short message, I want to consider 
God’s faithfulness to us.  As we approach 
Easter, it is good for us to consider the 
immensity of God’s faithfulness to us who 
are made in His image. 

In Ephesians 1, we have a list of all of the 
ways that He portrays just that. 

Verse 3  

This reminds us that He has blessed us 
with every spiritual blessing in heavenly 
places. Think about it – not just the things 
that are tangible, but the things that are 
spiritual.  We can admire all the transient 
things: colours of flowers, bird song, the 
different greens of the grass and the 
species of trees.  But, what about those 
spiritual blessings such as God’s Holy 
Spirit, eternal life and our prayer life? 
What about salvation, forgiveness, peace, 
joy and hope? 

Is not this faithfulness, God’s faithfulness? 
At the end of the verse, ‘in Christ’. 

Verse 4 

This states that He chose us to be in Him 
before the foundation of the world.  It’s 
mind-blowing that before we were born, 
He knew who would follow Him.  ‘In Him’ 
means in Christ our Saviour, the one who 
would die that those who choose Him, 
would be chosen by God to be His family. 

Verse 5 

In this verse, it tells us that we are 
adopted.  Because we are adopted in 
Christ’s death, resurrection and 
ascension, we are given a new name and 
become a child of God. Is that not 
faithfulness? 

Verse 6 

This is where our faithfulness to Him 
comes in.  We do this by praising Him with 
every fibre of our being, through our lives 

and our actions, thoughts and speech.  
Our words should be a song of praise to 
our Abba Father through Christ who loves 
us and gave His life for us.  

Verse 7 

Here, we are told that we are redeemed.  
Remember, we were created by God for 
fellowship with Him, but that was ruined in 
the garden of Eden when Adam and Eve 
sinned and rebelled against God.   

It was only through Calvary that the 
fellowship with God was restored for those 
who accept Jesus as their Saviour. We 
are God’s twice over. First, He made us, 
then, on the cross, He bought us as Christ 
paid the penalty for our sins.  Is that not 
faithfulness? 

Verse 11 

He has given us an inheritance that 
scripture tells us, in 1 Peter 1:4, is 
imperishable, undefiled and does not fade 
away, reserved in Heaven for us.  How do 
we receive this wonderful gift? 1 Peter 1:3 
gives us the answer: ‘…he has given us 
new birth into a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead.’ Where can you find such 
faithfulness? Only in our Abba Father and 
glorious Saviour.  
 

You Are The King Of Glory 

You Are The Prince Of Peace 

You Are The Lord Of Heaven And Earth 

You Are The Son Of Righteousness 
 

Angels Bow Down Before You 

They Worship And Adore You 

For You Have The Words Of Eternal Life 

You Are Jesus Christ The Lord 

 

You Are The King Of Glory - Mavis Ford 

Ephesians 1: 1-12 
1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the 
will of God, 
To God’s holy people in Ephesus, the 
faithful in Christ Jesus: 
2 Grace and peace to you from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Praise for Spiritual Blessings in Christ 
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the 
heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 4 For he chose us in him before 
the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love 5 he 

predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his 
pleasure and will - 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in 
the One he loves. 

7 
In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of 

sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace 8 that he lavished on us. With all 
wisdom and understanding, 9 he made known to us the mystery of his will according to 
his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, 10 to be put into effect when the times 
reach their fulfilment - to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ. 
11 In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him 
who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, 12 in order that we, 
who were the first to put our hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. 

God’s Richest Blessings 
 

Rita Halliwell, Hindley 

DOUBLE 
CELEBRATION  
AT SOUTH HETTON 
 

All good wishes to Joe 
Johnston who 
celebrated his 90th 
birthday on the 31st of 
January.   
This was followed two 
days later - on the 2nd 

of February - with Joe, 
and his wife Elsie, both 
members of South 
Hetton IMC, 
celebrating 65 years of 
marriage.   
Hearty congratulations 
and best wishes to 
both on their 
Sapphire Wedding 
Anniversary, which 
was celebrated with 
their family. 

 
Anne Parkin,        
South Hetton 

NEW MEMBERS 
AT SOUTH 
HYLTON 

The first Sunday of the 
new year was an extra 
special day in our 
church.  

On Sunday, January 
the 2nd, we welcomed 
two new members, 
Emma Robertson and 
Douglas Seymour, at 
the morning service, 
which was led by Lucy 
Pearson, our Church 
Secretary. We held 
our annual Covenant 
Service in the evening, 
led by Anne Chisholm 
our minister.  

We look to the Lord to 
lead us and guide us 
by His Spirit as 
we  continue through 
2022. 
 

Lucy Pearson,       
South Hylton 
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HELPING THE COMMUNITY 

When the fellowship at Thatto Heath 
learned of the plight of the evacuee 
Afghanistan families living in St Helens, 
they were only too happy to help with 
gifts of toiletries, cleaning products and 
other wanted items.  

Councillor Marlene Quinn joined with us 
at Morning Worship to accept the goods 
on behalf of St. Helens Council. 

 

 

 

CELEBRATION SERVICE 

On Saturday the 4th of December, we held a 
Service of Celebration, acknowledging the years 
of service given by both Denise Helsby (50 years) 
and Trevor Prescott (60 years).   

The fellowship at Thatto Heath were joined by 
Norman Prescott and Derek Barron, bringing good 
wishes from the Connexion, and to present Denise 
and Trevor with their long service certificates.  

Derek brought a wonderful message to the 
congregation, entitled ‘Diving Deeper Into Life’ 
based on the words contained in Psalm 139.  

Members at Thatto Heath thank God for both 
Denise and Trevor for their wonderful ministry and 
service. 
 

 
 

GIFT SERVICE 

On Sunday the 5th of December, Thatto 
Heath held its Gift Service.   

All of the donated gifts were given to 
children and young people that are 
currently in care in St. Helens, of which 
there are 478.    

Councillors Nova Charlton and Marlene 
Quinn attended the Service to accept the 
gifts on behalf of St. Helens Council. 

 

 

 
 

NEW CHURCH CENTRE 

On Saturday the 5th of January, we held a Dedication 
Service for our new church centre.   

Dorothy Kendrick joined with us bringing the good wishes 
from the Connexion.  Ken Irwin preached on 2 Chronicles 
7:1-16 - If My People - and then dedicated our church 
centre to the work of our Lord in the local area.   

The service opened with the hymn, ‘Marching to Zion’ 
and closed with the hymn, ‘Be Thou My Vision’.   

Following the service, a meal of hotpot was served and it 
was great to chat and have fellowship together.    

We at Thatto Heath pray that God will be with us as we 
use our new church centre to serve Him in this 
community. 
 

Fay Williams, Thatto Heath Dorothy Kendrick and Ken Irwin at the service.  

NEWS FROM WEST STREET  
INDEPENDENT METHODIST CHURCH, THATTO HEATH 

Councillor Marlene Quinn (far left)              
and members of the fellowship. 

From left: Norman Prescott, Denise Helsby, 
Trevor Prescott and Derek Barron. 

From left: Councillor Nova Charlton 
and Councillor Marlene Quinn. 


