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Hands up all those who knew 
that such a day, as World 
Gratitude Day existed. As 
followers of Christ, isnôt every 
day a óday of gratitudeô? The 
date for this secular event was 
on 21st September 2020, which 
for this year at least, appeared to 
celebrate a great deal more than 
thankfulness.  From giving 
thanks to all of the emergency, 
shop and delivery workers, to 
name a few, but some also 
encompasses peace.  We have 
so much, both collectively and 
individually to be thankful for, 
even when there appears to be 
little hope and a lot of fear. The 
world has one day to remind 
people to be thankful and have 
gratitude, yet we are told in 2 
Timothy 3:2 that man will be 
ungrateful, lovers of self. Look at 
the contrast in what the 
scriptures encourage those in 
Christ to be.  Hebrews 12:28 
gives us a clue about gratitude, 
ñTherefore, since we receive a 
kingdom which cannot be 
shaken, let us show gratitude, by 
which we may offer to God an 
acceptable service with 
reverence and aweéò  it is not 
something just for one day. We 
know, because we are told, that 
the kingdom cannot be shaken, 
we can, therefore remain solid in 
Him. That is not to say that trials 
do not and will not come upon 
us, maybe this year more than 
most and to many more people.  
In these too, we are encouraged 
to give thanks and have 
gratitude. That gratitude for what 

Christ 
has 
done 
for us 
and we 
know 
just 
how 
much it 
cost 
Him.  

In I Peter 1:6-7, we find more 
encouragement, ñIn this you 
greatly rejoice, even though now 
for a little while, if necessary, you 
have been distressed by various 
trials, so that the proof of your 
faith, being more precious than 
gold which is perishable, even 
though tested by fire, may be 
found to result in praise and 
glory and honour at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ.ò The 
testing of our faith resulting in 
praise and glory.   

However, as followers of Christ, 
does not Paul tell us in 1 
Thessalonians 5:16-19 (KJV), 
ñRejoice evermore. Pray without 
ceasing.  In everything give 
thanks; for this is the will of God 
in Christ Jesus concerning you.  
Quench not the Spirit.ò  In other 
words, it is to be a way of life for 
us. 

In 2 Corinthians 2:14, we are 
given encouragement by Paul, 
ñBut thanks be to God, who 
always leads us in triumph in 
Christ, and manifests through us 
the sweet aroma of the 
knowledge of Him in every 
place.ò 

In Psalm 136:1 (KJV) it says, ñO 
give thanks unto the LORD; for 
He is good; for His mercy 
endures forever.ò There we have 
it, we are given the reason ï for 
the LORD is good and His mercy 
endures forever.  

Does not Psalm 30 give us a 
glimpse of Godôs character, 
giving us several reasons to give 
Him thanks and no reasons not 
to:  

À for thou hast lifted me up 

À thou hast healed me 

À thou hast brought up my soul 
from the grave 

À give thanks at the 
remembrance of His holiness 

À in His favour is life 

LORD my God, I will give thanks 
unto thee for ever. 

Given all that is going on and 
has been going on this year, 
what about giving God thanks in 
tough and distressing 
circumstances?  King David 
knew a great deal of distress, 
where he often cried to God, and 
yet, look at what he says in 
Psalm 28, ñBlessed be the 
LORD, because He hath heard 
the voice of my supplications.  
The LORD is my strength and 
my shield. My heart trusted in 
Him, and I am helped; Therefore, 
my heart greatly rejoiceth; and 
with my song I will praise Him.ò  
Even Job, in all that he suffered, 
was able to give praise to the 
LORD.  

Finally, we should have gratitude 
simply because God is worthy of 
it. Read James 1:17, ñEvery 
good thing given and every 
perfect gift is from aboveéò, let 
us give thanks like it has been 
and is. We know in Him that we 
every spiritual blessing.  Take 
the focus off ourselves and not 
be like those in 2 Timothy 3:2 
and not like the world in only 
having gratitude for one day. Let 
us praise without ceasing. 

In each of our lives and in all 
circumstances, let us give that 
gratitude, praise and worship to 
our living LORD and to count all 
of those blessings ï even in 
hardship. 

 

World  

Gratitude Day  

http://fsquarefashion.com/world-gratitude-day-pictures-images-
photos-wallpapers/ 
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Ministry in Action ï 
supporting the 
housebound who are not 
online by Ray Ursell 

When I was the IM 
Communications Officer, I 
attended a seminar in 
London to discuss the 
impact of online 
communications for the 
future.  The seminar was 
attended by individuals with 
roles similar to what I had; 
from the Baptists, Anglican, 
Methodist and about twenty 
other denominations. This 
quickly turned into a 
competition as to who had 
the most exciting web site!  

When I raised the question, 
ñWhat about those who 
cannot access the internet?ò 
The response universally 
(except the IMôs) was, ñWe 
are not aware of people in 
this position?ò  The saying, 
óout of sight, out of mindô 
comes to mind! The 
lockdown has shown us that 
indeed there are many in 
Independent Methodism in 
that position, and with that 
raised awareness, efforts 
have been made to support 
this group.  

Issues facing this group 

The main issues facing this 
group are loneliness and 
boredom.  Not seeing 
anyone for days at a time, 
not being aware of what is 
happening and feeling left 
out.  In some cases, the 
housebound are not able to 
carry out normal activities, 
such as shopping and are 
being supported by 
neighbourôs and social 
services.  Although they 
would normally have access 
to a television and 
telephone.  They have no 
desire to go on-line often 
being nervous at the thought 
of embracing technology, 

even they had a computer, 
which many do not. 

What can the church do to 
support those in this 
group? 

Many churches have put in 
place mechanisms to 
maintain the contact 
between the leadership and 
the members and, indeed, 
between the members.  The 
most popular by far has 
been the introduction of on-
line services, using tools 
such as Zoom and 
WhatsApp, amongst others.  
These have been very 
helpful for many churches.  
Again, the same question ï 
what happens if you are 
housebound and have no 
internet connectivity?  Many 
on-line services have been 
recorded and made 
available with suitable links 
for listening later.  But what 
about the housebound who 
are not on the internet? 

Many churches have 
produced prayer letters and 
written reflections which 
have been distributed by 
email.  Some of these have 
been printed and delivered 
to non-internet connected 
members. 

Churches are now beginning 
to meet again with strict 
distancing conditions.  In 
general, they have been 
welcomed but still the 
housebound and those who 
are fearful of the pandemic 
stay at home. 

What have we done during 
lockdown? 

Whilst the lockdown has 
raised the awareness of the 
plight of those housebound 
and some activitiesô have 
been carried out to include 
them, their position will be 
unchanged long after the 
lockdown has eased and 
normal services are running.  
Any support we provide 
needs to be consistent both 
now and for the long term I 
would like to describe our 
activities and the current 
thinking at Grappenhall 
where I am a member.  This 
is only one approach and I 

am sure that there are many 
others. 

When the lockdown 
occurred, the Deacons 
meeting was immediately 
rescheduled as a weekly 
meeting using Zoom as the 
communications medium.  
The decision was made to 
consider the church as a 
group of clusters, each with 
a cluster leader.   

The responsibilities of the 
Cluster leader were and still 
are to maintain regular 
telephone contact with the 
cluster members and to feed 
back to the deacons any 
issues where help was 
needed.  For some it was 
the basics such as collecting 
prescriptions or shopping.  
Fortunately, in the 
Warrington area, there are a 
number of volunteer 
organisations who, in the 
main, fulfilled this kind of 
need.  However, the 
deacons also appointed an 
individual to take 
responsibility for finding 
solutions to problems 
outside of the scope of the 
cluster leader.  That person 
provided an update to the 
weekly meeting so that 
creative solutions could be 
found.  

Initially some reflective 
articles were produced and 
distributed by mailshot.  
After about two weeks it 
became apparent that 
ongoing news and updates 
were needed and a weekly 
newsletter was produced.  
Again, these have been 
distributed by mailshot but 
have also been printed and 
delivered to the homes of 
those not connected to the 
internet. Any material sent 
out has been placed on the 
web site as reference 
material.  So, we started to 
include this important group 

The next venture was a 
Zoom based coffee morning 
to allow members to join and 
chat.  These were in the 
main successful and 
following this, a Zoom quiz 
was organised. This proved 
particularly popular as were 

the standard newsletter 
items such a Desert Island 
Discs with different 
members contributing. The 
church was decorated 
outside with bunting and 
other materials which 
proved popular as we 
included photographs in the 
distributed material. 

When the church restarted 
prayer time and the 
services, the decision was 
made to record the services 
so that they could be made 
available on the internet. But 
still, not as much as we want 
to do for the unconnected 
housebound and the social 
distancing rules still do not 
permit us to visit.   

What about after 
lockdown 

We are planning for the 
future and what we are 
considering is as follows: 

1. A low-cost rechargeable 
speaker which plays files on 
a memory stick plugged in 
the back ï no connection 
needed to a laptop or the 
internet.  Because we 
provide the technology 
(around Ã20 per unit) we 
donôt need to make any 
assumptions about available 
technology or the need to 
cut CDs..  

The files on the memory 
stick will be the recorded 
past two services, a 
recorded copy of the 
newsletter and a few hymns 
for them to listen to (we 
have a project to record 
hymns and provide the 
background to the hymn, the 
words, the music and a 
reflective article on the 
words).  The intent is that 
the memory stick will be 
updated every two weeks. 

2. The intent would be to 
coincide the visit to update 
the memory stick with a see 
Zoom coffee morning and by 
using a smart phone and 
tabet, the visitor will be able 
to connect into the coffee 
morning. The housebound 
Person would not only see 
but be able to chat to other 
members and friends. 

2020 :         The Year of Vision 
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NEWS FROM OUR MISSIONARIES 

The Castros had intended to return to Spain in early autumn. However, they have now deferred their 
departure until the end of the year. Unfortunately, due to lockdown and the remaining restrictions they have 
been unable to carry out their planned deputation meetings. They had hoped to reschedule some but up to 
now that seems unlikely, though they have been able to send virtual updates and recorded preaching to 
some churches. They continue to trust the Lord for His provision in what is a severe financial crisis for many. 
Melissa is now a registered occupational therapist and hopes to find work soon, preferably not too far from 
Ruth who will be returning to university in Chester this month. They thank us all for our partnership with them 
in what God is doing in Spain and pray that he would strengthen His Church both in Spain and the UK 
through this pandemic. 
 
L. and P. took part in 40 days of prayer and fasting in July/August for the growth of the Kingdom in their 
country. They were gripped with a new sense of awe at the majesty of God and gained a sense of 
discernment for the direction they should be taking in the days to come, especially regarding the next phase 
of P.ôs project and for L.ôs certification in hers. They praise the Lord for 25 years of marriage (celebrated in 
August); for good health and energy levels; for two new local believers and for much answered prayer. 
Please pray for healing for the conflict situation in their team; that the Lord might work in the life of a former 
contact who seems to have lost interest and for their families in the UK and France. 
 
Liz Greenhalgh rremained in a strict lockdown situation over the summer period, which meant that most of 
her usual activities had to be either cancelled or severely curtailed. The work in the rehab centre became 
more intense (and behind closed doors), But the team used the time to reorganise the way things are run in 
order to give the clients more responsibility. The normal childrenôs summer outreach could not take place, 
which was sad as the local children have so little to enjoy. However, Liz was able to keep up contact with the 
women in the prison by letter. Please continue to pray for Godôs strength for Liz and for all her areas of 
ministry. 
 

Please donôt forget to donate to Overseas Missions, if possible. 

As with everything else at this unpredictable time,     
the news in this report reflects the situation of our 

missionaries at the time of writing. 

Hazel and David Chapple 

 

On the 25th April Hazel and David 
Chapple, members of Mill Lane Church, 

Warmley, celebrated their                       
Golden Wedding Anniversary.  

 

Due to the coronavirus lockdown, they 
were unable to celebrate with family and 
friends. Thank goodness for the internet 
which enabled them to link up their family.  

 

Members from the church sent cards      
and flowers to them.                                         

Thank goodness for the post. 

 

 

Alison and David Smith 

 

Alison and David 
celebrated their 
Golden Wedding 
during the lockdown 

period. 
 

They greatly enjoyed 
the unusual Zoom 
party with their 
children and 
grandchildren. 

Golden Weddings 
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Devastation in Beirut 

 
Everyone will have seen the 
tragic effects of the explosion 
in Beirut that killed almost 200 
people, injured 6000 and has 
made as many as 300,000 
homeless. Our thoughts 
immediately went out to Fr 
Elia who many know from his 
visits to Lowton. His parish is 
in the heart of Beirut; he has 
lost friends and family in the 
blast. As a doctor, as well as 
a priest, he is in great 
demand at this difficult time. 
Anna (a member of Lowton 
IM) has spoken to him over 
the phone and sent this: 
óEverywhere people stop him 
to discuss problems, ask for 
prayer, and share good news. 
He works tirelessly to provide 
support in every way possible 
and has organised a 
psychiatric and psychological 
service with friends. He 
ensures people get to the 
clinic, finds people to pay for 
prescriptions and provides 
medical and pastoral follow 
up visits. One moment he is 
praying with someone, the 
next he is advising medical 
colleagues. He visits every 
parishioner that is unwell, 
makes weekly hospital visits 
to talk and pray with folks, 
Christian or not. He never 
stops. On the day of the 
explosion. he should have 
been in one of the three 
hospitals destroyed. Thank 

God he was delayed.ô 
The cedar in Worden Park, 
Leyland was planted in 1887 
for Queen Victoriaôs Golden 
Jubilee. It is unique, and 

precisely illustrates the 
present situation. In adversity, 
and with support, it has 
continued to grow. I hope we 
can be a part of the 
supporting structure that will 
enable Lebanon, once again, 
to grow strong and tall. 
Many charities including 
Christian Aid, Epiphany Trust, 
Save the Children 
and World Vision are 
requesting funds to help the 
people of Beirut. 
Bill Hampson ï Ecumenical Officer 

óThy Kingdom Comeô 

 

ñAn amazing opportunity to come 
together as the body of Christò was 
how three of CTEôs Presidents; 
Archbishop Justin Welby, Coptic 
Archbishop Angaelos and Pentecostal 
Pastor Agu Irukwu described the 
Ascension Day to Pentecost prayer 
chain, as churches from over 65 
different denominations in 178 countries took part in óThy 
Kingdom Comeô this year, with plans having to be quickly 
adapted due to coronavirus restrictions. 

Thelma Commey, the current Methodist Youth President, 
also took part in the Pentecost Sunday on-line ecumenical 
service said,  

óI truly love the heart of Thy Kingdom Come. Churches from 
all over the world coming together in prayer, in my opinion, 
is the most powerful gathering that could ever be. If 
everyone really prayed for their 5 five friends ï or even just 
one friend ï to come to know the love of Jesus, imagine the 
number of lives that have been and are being changed 
through the power of prayer! I am filled with joy and 
excitement just thinking about it.ô 
 

Bill Hampson ï Ecumenical Officer 

Amazing Archive: Friarôs Green 
Independent Methodist Church 
 
An amazing package of interesting articles 
and photographs was received at the 
Resource Centre.  All the photographs and 
documents relate to Friarôs Green from the 
early 1900ôs through to 1960.  Hopefully, 
memories will be sparked in some of the 
older members and you are asked to enjoy 
the memories.  

Tony Jolley, who sent the photographs 
and documents from his home in France, 
is the grandson of Henry (Jnr) óHarryô 
Jolley (born c.1900), who was married to 
Minnie Jolley (nee Armitage) of 391 
Wellfield Street, Warrington. Their son, 
Sydney Jolley is Tonyôs father.  Harry 
preached at Friarôs Green and his brother 
Stanley, helped out at the church with the 
equipment at the Nativity plays. It is also 
thought that Henry Snr was also a 
member at Friarôs Green. 

The first Friars Green church was built in 
1802 on Cairo Street in Warrington, but 
this was demolished in 1859.  The second 
church building opened in the same year 
and a Sunday School was then built in 
1912.  The churchôs walls were buttressed 
in 1955 and the church is still open today, 
having celebrated its 200 years in 
September 1996. 

Below are the photographs, believed to be 
from around 1910 ï 1912, with the stone-
laying and the eventual opening of the 
Sunday school at Friarôs Green: 
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Some years ago, I was advised 
that we ótune into Godô in certain 
places. Each of us has our own 
óstationô. That is not to say we only 
hear or always hear God in those 
certain places, but that we hear 
Him especially clearly in those 
places, even when we are not 
consciously listening for His voice. 
At the time I believed that my 
certain place was by the sea. It 
was where I had heard God speak 
many times and there is 
something special about looking 
out to sea that automatically 
opens my heart to God ï it is very 
hard to describe. 

However, 
lockdown 
and 
subsequent 
Government 
restrictions 
have made 
journeys to 
the sea 
impossible 
this year. 
So, you can 
imagine my 

surprise when I discovered that 
God is not limited to one óstationô. 
During lockdown I have spent 
more time in the garden than 
normal, at least latterly. I have 
always enjoyed gardening and 
found it restful and useful for 
working out frustrations, but had 
never been aware of God 
speaking in the special way he did 
by the sea.  As I hacked away at 
overgrown foliage and pulled up 
weeds, I heard God speak again. 

He started as I began to cut back 
my neighbourôs bushes that had 
grown over the fence and 
extended about 3 foot into my 
garden. They were quite pretty 
and had lovely flowers on. Part of 
the reason they had grown so far 
into my garden was because I 
hate cutting anything and throwing 
it away, particularly flowers, but 
there is a limit. As I began to cut 
away, I discovered that light 
suddenly flooded into the garden. 
God said that was a picture of His 
people when they stay too long in 
one place or one position. They 
may be producing flowers/fruit but 

actually they are keeping others 
from being able to grow into the 
light. 

As I continued, I began digging 
out a plant which had self-seeded 
itself into a special sunken bed at 
the top of the garden. It had 
grown well and had produced a 
number of pretty, white flowers.  
However, it had taken over the 
bed completely and had killed off 
the delicate honesty that had 
been growing there previously. It 
was also impeding the growth of 
other plants. God spoke again 
and said the plants that self-seed 
are like those who work to put 
themselves where they want to be 
ï but that is not good because it 
prevents others who were placed 
there from flourishing. He 
reminded me of a video clip 
produced by Times Square 
Church where the statement óYou 
will not be judged on what you do 
but on what you were called to doô 
is made. 

Certain flowers encroach and 
soon appear everywhere in the 
garden. I find that when they do 
this, they detract from the beauty 
of other plants in the vicinity. God 
said this was a picture of the 
Church, not an individual 
Fellowship or even the 
Connexion, but the whole Church, 
of which we are part. People were 
taking over in certain areas and 
increasing their presence so that 
the beauty of smaller, frailer, more 
delicate individuals was not being 
seen. As I continued to pull up 
some other plants and weeds, I 

found the stones of old paths 
which I had long forgotten. As I 
cleared them, I discovered it 
made the garden easier to 
manage and to see. God spoke 
again. Traditions and regulations 
have taken over and covered up 
the pathways He had first laid 
down.       
A good 
friend told 
me they 
had been 
challenged 
by the 
thought, 
having 
read the 
Gospels 
again, that 
Jesus 
would not have been as compliant 
as they had been. How easily 
have we given in ï not to the 
lockdown restrictions - but to the 
ways and rules of the world 
systems? How easily have we 
fallen into wanting to plan our own 
paths and keep to our traditions 
and practices? 

We have to let go of self. 
Certainly, we do not have all the 
answers but God does. He has a 
beautiful garden mapped out and 
planned where all that grows 
helps everything else to flower 
and flourish with the help of 
insects and wildlife. 

How much are we depriving 
ourselves of, because we want to 
hold onto what we know? Are we 
willing to let go and step out in 
faith? To uncover the old paths 
(Godôs Law) and be willing to be 
cut back and transplanted in order 
that others may grow and bloom 
for Christ? 
 

ñNow fear the Lord and serve Him 
with all faithfulness. Throw away 
the gods your forefathers 
worshipped beyond the River and 
in Egypt, and serve the Lord. But 
if serving the Lord seems 
undesirable to you, then choose 
for yourselves this day whom 
you will serve, whether the gods 
your ancestors served beyond the 
Euphrates, or the gods of the 
Amorites, in whose land you are 
living. But as for me and my 
household, we will serve the 
Lord.ò   

Joshua 24:14,15  

Presidentôs Jottings   by Dorothy Kendrick 


